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ABSTRACT 

The c o m p o n e n t s of t h i s p a p e r a r e e s s e n t i a l l y b a s e d on 

g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n w h i c h c o m p r i s e s r e f e r e n c e ( n o m i n a l and 

d e m o n s t r a t i v e ) , s u b s t i t u t i o n and e l l i p s i s (both n o m i n a l , v e r b a l 

and c l a u s a l ) and w e r e s e l e c t e d from "Silent S n o w , S e c r e t Snow" 

by C o n r a d A i k e n . 

C o n s i d e r i n g the l a n g u a g e used by the a u t h o r and by 

v i r t u e of the c o h e s i v e p e c u l i a r i t y of the s h o r t s t o r y , we p r o p o s e d 

a d i v i s i o n of the text into two d i s t i n c t p a r t s , p r e s e n t i n g , 

t h e r e f o r e , a n e w p e r s p e c t i v e in t e r m s of s t r u c t u r e , w i t h o u t a n y 

i n t e n t i o n of a l t e r i n g the s t r u c t u r a l o r i g i n a l i t y of the t e x t , w h i c h 

is b a s e d on the s e q u e n c e of the e v e n t s p r e s e n t e d in a c h r o n o l o g i c a l -, 

order.' 

T h i s d i v i s i o n i n t o two p a r t s m a y b e j u s t i f i e d b y the 

r e l e v a n c e of t h e c a t a p h o r i c i t e m s found in the first p a r t and the 

a n a p h o r i c o n e s in t h e s e c o n d , r e l a t e d to t h e s a m e character(subject) 

and s u b j e c t m a t t e r . In o t h e r w o r d s , the c a t a p h o r i c e l e m e n t s in the 

first part (up to p a r a g r a p h 20) b e c o m e a n a p h o r i c in t h e s e c o n d 

part (from p a r a g r a p h 20 o n ) , from the m o m e n t in w h i c h the n a m e 

"Paul H a s l e m a n " and "the snow" b e c o m e e x p l i c i t . 

W i t h r e g a r d to the t a b l e s , the s t r u c t u r e presented refers 

e s p e c i a l l y , to the first and the t h i r d o n e s . T h e o t h e r t a b l e s 

c o n t r i b u t e to a m o r e c o m p r e h e n s i v e s t u d y of the g r a m m a t i c a l 

c o h e s i o n in the t e x t . We m a y say t h a t : 
i 

T a b l e O n e : : c o n t a i n s • c a t a p h o r i c data u p to p a r a g r a p h 20 of t h e text; 

T a b l e T w o : r e g i s t e r s a n a p h o r i c d a t a u p to p a r a g r a p h 20 as w e l l ; 

Table T h r e e : c o m p r i s e s a n a p h o r i c d a t a - w h i c h w e r e c a t a p h o r i c 

from p a r a g r a p h 20 u p to the end of the s h o r t s t o r y ; 



1 
III 

T a b l e Four: c o n t a i n s s u b s t i t u t i o n d a t a ( n o m i n a l , v e r b a l ' and 

c l a u s a l ) t h r o u g h o u t the text; 

T a b l e Five: r e g i s t e r s d a t a c o n c e r n i n g e l l i p s i s (also n o m i n a l , ver-

b a l and c l a u s a l ) t h r o u g h o u t the s h o r t s t o r y as w e l l . 

A l l d a t a a n a l y s e d w e r e s e l e c t e d h a v i n g in :mind the 

c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n at least two s e n t e n c e s . T h r o u g h o u t the 

d a t a , the c a t a p h o r i c items s e e m to c o n t r i b u t e m o r e e f f e c t i v e l y to 

p r e s e r v e the e s s e n t i a l l y f o g g y a t m o s p h e r e of the first p a r a g r a p h s 

of the s h o r t s t o r y . But the same e f f e c t is n o t p r o d u c e d b y anaphora 

( r e f e r e n c e , s u b s t i t u t i o n and e l l i p s i s ) w h i c h , w h i l e c o n s i d e r i n g 
i 

its p r a c t i c a l aspect/ t a k i n g the r e a d e r b a c k to o c c u r r e n c e s 

a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d and e v e n t s p r e v i o u s l y r e f e r e d t o , p r o m o t e s a 

m o r e s a t i s f a c t o r y i n t e r a c t i o n b e t w e e n the r e a d e r and the t e x t in 

t e r m s of c o m p r e h e n s i o n . 

T h e a t t e m p t m a d e in o r d e r to e s t a b l i s h a p a r a l l e l 

b e t w e e n g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n and the a t m o s p h e r e of the: t e x t , 

c o n s i d e r i n g the first as a " l i n g u i s t i c m e t a p h o r " of the s e c o n d , 

e n a b l e d us to p e r c e i v e v a g u e n e s s as a r e s u l t , not o n l y o f o t h e r 

e l e m e n t s of l i t e r a r y c r e a t i o n , b u t a l s o as the r e s u l t of the 

l i n g u i s t i c s t r u c t u r e s u s e d b y the a u t h o r . 

T h e e x o p h o r i c d a t a and the c o m p a r a t i v e r e f e r e n c e w h i c h 

a l s o b e l o n g to the s t u d y of the g r a m m a t i c a l - c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n s , 

w e r e not c o n s i d e r e d for t h e y d o not p r e s e n t t h e c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n s 

p r o p o s e d a b o v e . 

As the c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n s a r e not l i m i t e d to those 

a n a l y s e d in t h i s p a p e r , the l e x i c a l and the c o n j u n c t i v e items, w e r e 

p r e s e n t e d as p r o p o s e d t o p i c for f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h c o m p l e t i n g 

t h u s the study of the c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n s f o u n d in t h e t e x t . 
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RESUMO 

O s c o m p o n e n t e s d e s t e t r a b a l h o , de b a s e e s s e n c i a l m e n t e co 

e s i v o - g r a m a t i c a l , q u e a b r a n g e m a r e f e r ê n c i a ( n o m i n a l e demonstrati-

v a ) , a s u b s t i t u i ç ã o e a e l i p s e (ambas n o m i n a i s , v e r b a i s e clausais) 

f o r a m s e l e c i o n a d o s de "Silent S n o w , S e c r e t Snow" de C o n r a d A i k e n . 

Em t e r m o s de l i n g u a g e m e em v i r t u d e da . p a r t i c u l a r i d a d e 

c o e s i v a d o c o n t o , p r o p u s e m o s uma d i v i s ã o da o b r a em d u a s p a r t e s 

_ ! 
d i s t i n t a s , a p r e s e n t a n d o a s s i m uma n o v a p e r s p e c t i v a em t e r m o s de 
i j 

e s t r u t u r a , sem p r e t e n d e r a l t e r a r , n o e n t a n t o , a o r i g i n a l i d a d e es-

t r u t u r a l d o c o n t o , b a s e a d a na a p r e s e n t a ç ã o d o s a c o n t e c i m e n t o s em 

o r d e m c r o n o l ó g i c a . 
i • 

i A d i v i s ã o em d u a s p a r t e s j u s t i f i c a - s e p e l a p r e p o n d e r â n -

I '
 1 

cia de i t e n s c a t a f ó r i c o s na p r i m e i r a e de i t e n s a n a f ó r i c o s em re-. ! 
l a ç ã o ao m e s m o s u j e i t o e a s s u n t o na s e g u n d a . Em o u t r a s p a l a v r a s , o s 

e l e m e n t o s c a t a f ó r i c o s da p r i m e i r a p a r t e (até o p a r á g r a f o v i n t e ) t o r 

n a m - s e a n a f ó r i c o s na s e g u n d a p a r t e (do p a r á g r a f o v i n t e em d i a n t e ) , 

a p a r t i r d o m o m e n t o em q u e o n o m e P a u l H a s l e m a n e a n e v e t o r n a m -

se e x p l í c i t o s . 

Em r e l a ç ã o às t a b e l a s , a e s t r u t u r a a p r e s e n t a d a vincu-

l a - s e p r i n c i p a l m e n t e à p r i m e i r a e a t e r c e i r a . As o u t r a s t a b e l a s 

c o n t r i b u e m p a r a u m e s t u d o m a i s c o m p r e e n s i v o da c o e s ã o g r a m m a t i c a l . 

P o d e m o s d i z e r , p o r t a n t o , q u e e 

- T a b e l a Um: c o n t é m d a d o s c a t a f ó r i c o s a t é o p a r á g r a f o v i n t e d o c o n 

to; 

- T a b e l a D o i s : r e g i s t r a d a d o s a n a f ó r i c o s t a m b é m até o p a r á g r a f o 

v i n t e d o t e x t o ; 

- T a b e l a T r ê s : c o m p r e e n d e os d a d o s a n a f ó r i c o s - q u e a n t e r i o r m e n t e 

e r a m c a t a f ó r i c o s - d o p a r á g r a f o v i n t e em d i a n t e ; 
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- T a b e l a Q u a t r o : c o n t é m os d a d o s da s u b s t i t u i ç ã o ( n o m i n a l , v e r b a l 

e c l a u s a l ) a o l o n g o do t o d o c o n t o ; 

- T a b e l a C i n c o : r e g i s t r a os d a d o s d o u s o da e l i p s e ( n o m i n a l , ver-

b a l e c l a u s a l ) t a m b é m ao l o n g o de t o d o c o n t o . 

T o d o s os d a d o s a n a l i s a d o s f o r a m s e l e c i o n a d o s t e n d o c o m o 

c r i t é r i o a r e l a ç ã o c o e s i v a e n t r e , p e l o m e n o s , d u a s s e n t e n ç a s . Den-

tre t o d o s , os c a t a f ó r i c o s p a r e c e m c o n t r i b u i r m a i s e f e t i v a m e n t e , em 

t e r m o s de l i n g u a g e m , p a r a a p r e s e r v a ç ã o da a t m o s f e r a c a r a c t e r í s t i -

c a m e n t e n e b u l o s a d o s p r i m e i r o s p a r á g r a f o s d o c o n t o . T a l e f e i t o , po 

rém :, n ã o é p r o d u z i d o p e l a a n á f o r a ( r é f e r ë n c i a , s u b s t i t u i ç ã o e eli-

p s e ) q u e , d a d o o seu c a r á t e r p r e p o n d e r a n t e m e n t e p r á t i c o , r e v e r t e n -

d o o [ l e i t o r a f a t o s já c i t a d o s ou o c o r r ê n c i a s já m e n c i o n a d a s , pro-

m o v e , d e s t a m a n e i r a , uma m a i o r e m a i s s a t i s f a t ó r i a i n t e r a ç ã o e n t r e 

o m e s m o 'e o c o n t o em t e r m o s de c o m p r e e n s ã o . 

!
 f

 i 

A t e n t a t i v a f e i t a n o s e n t i d o de e s t a b e l e c e r u m p a r a l e l o 

e n t r e a c o e s ã o g r a m a t i c a l e a a t m o s f e r a do t e x t o , c o n s i d e r a n d o a 

p r i m e i r a c o m o "metáfora lingüística" da s e g u n d a , p o s s i b i l i t o u - n o s 

a v e r a v a g ü i d a d e c o m o r e s u l t a d o , n ã o a p e n a s de o u t r o s e l e m e n t o s 

de c r i a ç ã o e s t é t i c o - l i t e r á r i a , m a s t a m b é m c o m o r e s u l t a d o d a s es-

t r u t u r a s l i n g ü í s t i c a s u s a d a s p e l o a u t o r . 

Os d a d o s e x o f ó r i c o s e a r e f e r ê n c i a c o m p a r a t i v a , q u e tam-

b é m p e r t e n c e m ao e s t u d o d a s r e l a ç õ e s c o e s i v o - g r a m a t i c a i s , n ã o fo-

ram c o m p u t a d o s por não a p r e s e n t a r e m as r e l a ç õ e s c o e s i v a s q u e pro-

p u s e m o s . 

C o m o as r e l a ç õ e s c o e s i v a s n ã o se l i m i t a m às e x p l o r a d a s 

n e s t e t r a b a l h o , a l é x i c a e a c o n j u n t i v a f o r a m a p r e s e n t a d a s c o m o 

p r o p o s t a s p a r a f u t u r a s p e s q u i s a s , c o m p l e t a n d o , a s s i m , o e s t u d o d a s 

r e l a ç õ e s c o e s i v a s e x i s t e n t e s n o t e x t o . 



I - INTRODUCTION 

T e x t s a r e w r i t t e n for s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t p u r p o s e s and 

d i f f e r e n t t e c h n i q u e s a r e a p p l i e d to s a t i s f y the l a r g e d e m a n d 

a c c o r d i n g to the i n t e r e s t and a c t i v i t y c o n c e r n e d . P r o f e s s i o n a l and 

s c i e n t i f i c r e p o r t s , t e r m p a p e r s , l e t t e r s , e s s a y e x a m i n a t i o n s ; p o e m s , 

n o v e l s , and any o t h e r l i t e r a r y g e n r e s , h a v e t h e i r b a s e s in four 

f o r m s of c o m m u n i c a t i o n : e x p o s i t i o n , n a r r a t i o n , d e s c r i p t i o n and 

a r g u m e n t a t i o n ( i n c l u d i n g p e r s u a s i o n ) . For any w r i t t e n or spoken 

t e x t to b e s u c c e s s f u l , as a m e a n s of i n t e r a c t i o n , b a s e d on t h e s e 

t e c h n i q u e s , it m u s t o p e r a t e in such a w a y that e l e m e n t s of the 

text itself i n t e r a c t b r o a d l y in t e r m s of c o m m u n i c a t i o n . T h e r e a l i -

z a t i o n of an a p p r e c i a b l e i n t e r a c t i o n b e t w e e n b o t h the r e a d e r and 

the text r e q u i r e s a n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t r e q u i s i t e w h i c h is c o h e s i o n , 

and a l l that t h i s t e r m i m p l i e s . 

1. The Concept of Cohesion and its Meaning 

W h e n , in a p a r a g r a p h of p r o s e , it is p o s s i b l e to identify 

t h o s e s y n t a c t i c or l e x i c a l i t e m s w h i c h e n a b l e the s e n t e n c e s to b e 

w o v e n t o g e t h e r or f l o w i n t o o n e a n o t h e r , it is said t h a t t h e r e 

is c o h e s i o n . W h e r e t h e s e i t e m s a r e e v i d e n t a n d w e l l c h o s e n a whole 

p a r a g r a p h m a y b e c o n s i d e r e d an i n t e g r a t e d u n i t . In t h i s c a s e the 

r e a d e r m a y h a v e f e w e r g a p s to c o m p l e t e , in t e r m s of s u p p o s i t i o n , 

and p r e d i c t i o n , at l e a s t at the s u r f a c e l e v e l . 

T h u s a l e x i c o g r a m m a t i c a l s y s t e m c a n e f f e c t i v e l y contribute 

to th§ ïëâl-ization of c o h e s i o n . T h e c a r e f u l s e l e c t i o n of e l e m e n t s 

from i l l piîfti efi s p e e c h c a n s e r v e the p u r p o s e of e s t a b l i s h i n g 

cohë§i©ïi W h i n e m p l o y e d a d e q u a t e l y b y m e a n s of r e f e r e n c e , repetition 



and e l l i p s i s , g r a m m a t i c a l c o n c e p t s w h i c h w i l l "be d i s c u s s e d l a t e r 

in this s e c t i o n . A l l t h r e e t e x t - f o r m i n g a g e n c i e s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e 

for c r e a t i n g o r d e r l y m o v e m e n t s of the s e n t e n c e s and lead the 

r e c e i v e r r e a d e r to see the r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n s e n t e n c e s , at the 

l e v e l of s u r f a c e s t r u c t u r e . T h e r e f o r e i s o l a t e d s e n t e n c e s m e r g e 

w i t h p a r a g r a p h s a n d , at t i m e s , w i t h i n the w h o l e text to f u n c t i o n 

as m e a n i n g f u l u n i t s w h i c h f a c i l i t a t e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a n d understanding 

T h i s i m p l i e s an a d e q u a t e a r r a n g e m e n t w i t h i n t h e e l e m e n t s of the 

s e n t e n c e . T h o u g h s t r u c t u r a l r e l a t i o n s m a y n o t o c c u r b e t w e e n 

s e n t e n c e s , t h i s d o e s not m e a n t h a t the text h a s n o m e a n i n g . T h e 

m e a n i n g of c o h e s i o n is the sum of a l l s t r u c t u r a l p a r t s , . i . e . , 

s y n t a c t i c and l e x i c a l , c o n t a i n e d in a t e x t , t h e r e f o r e , c o h e s i o n 

e m b o d i e s two i m p o r t a n t c o m p o n e n t s : t e x t and t e x t u r e . E a c h in turn 

i
 1
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e x e r t a r e l a t i o n of d e p e n d e n c e on the o t h e r . T h e y are v e r y c l o s e l y 

Í
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l i n k e d , o n e p r o v i d i n g the c o n s i s t e n c y n e c e s s a r y for the o t h e r . 

T h e o r e t i c a l l y b o t h s h o u l d b e e x p l a i n e d as f o l l o w s . 

2. Text 

A s p o k e n or w r i t t e n text (any p i e c e of i n f o r m a t i o n : a 

d i a l o g u e , a m o n o l o g u e , a s i m p l e c o m m a n d , a p o e m , a s i n g l e p r o v e r b , 

a n o v e l or a n y o t h e r l i t e r a r y g e n r e ) h a s c o n s i s t e n c y as a text 

w h e n l i t e r a l l y e x p r e s s e d w i t h i n the l a n g u a g e in u s e . T h i s w o u l d 

be true w h a t e v e r the l e n g t h of the t e x t , e i t h e r v e r y long or v e r y 

s h o r t . W h a t is e s s e n t i a l is ithe w a y it is r e a l i z e d . In v i e w of 

t h i s , a text is b e s t r e g a r d e d as a u n i t of m e a n i n g . Such a u n i t 

of m e a n i n g - U n i t y - is d e s c r i b e d b y H a l l i d a y in the f o l l o w i n g 

w a y : "A t e x t d o e s not C O N S I S T OF s e n t e n c e s ; it is R E A L I Z E D B Y , or 

e n c o d e d i n , s e n t e n c e s . If we u n d e r s t a n d it in t h i s w a y , we s h a l l 

not e x p e c t to find the s a m e k i n d of S T R U C T U R A L i n t e g r a t i o n a m o n g 
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the p a r t s of a s e n t e n c e or c l a u s e . "
 1 

T h u s the a d e q u a t e i n t e g r a t i o n of a l l c o m p o n e n t s of any-

l i n g u i s t i c s y s t e m , w h e n h a n d l e d h a r m o n i o u s l y , p r o v i d e s c o n s i s t e n c y 

w i t h i n a t e x t . 

2 

For R o b e r t de B e a u g r a n d e et a l i i (1981) the stability of 

the text a s a s y s t e m is m a i n t a i n e d b y m e a n s of a c o n t i n u i t y of 

o c c u r r e n c e s . T h e v a r i o u s o c c u r r e n c e s in a g i v e n t e x t a r e r e l a t e d 

to e a c h o t h e r v i a t h e j m a j o r u n i t s of s y n t a x w h i c h a r e t h e p h r a s e 

(a u n i t w i t h at least lone d e p e n d e n t e l e m e n t ) , the c l a u s e (a u n i t 

w i t h at least o n e n o u n or n o u n - p h r a s e and a v e r b or a verbal-phrase), 

and the s o - c a l l e d s e n t e n c e (a b o u n d e d u n i t w i t h at l e a s t o n e non-

d e p e n d e n t c l a u s e ) . T h e s e f a c t o r s i m p o s e a k i n d of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

p a t t e r n and c o n s e q u e n t l y c r e a t e c o h e s i v e n e s s in a c o m m u n i c a t i v e 

p r o c e s s . 

3. Texture 

T e x t u r e is i n h e r e n t to a t e x t and is c l o s e l y r e l a t e d 

to the r e s o u r c e s t h a t a l i n g u i s t i c s y s t e m p o s s e s s e s for c r e a t i n g 

i t . W h a t we h a v e c o n s i d e r e d as a text in the o p e n i n g p a r a g r a p h s of 

this s e c t i o n u n d o u b t e d l y c o n t a i n s c e r t a i n l i n g u i s t i c f e a t u r e s 

w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e to the t o t a l u n i t y of the t e x t , as w e l l as g i v i n g 

it t e x t u r e . In the w o r d s of H a l l i d a y , t e x t u r e is g i v e n to a text 

by the c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n w h i c h e x i s t s b e t w e e n the e l e m e n t s : the 

r e f e r r i n g i t e m and the item it r e f e r s t o . T h e f o l l o w i n g e x a m p l e 

i l l u s t r a t e s the c a s e ; 

M a r y b o u g h t a b o o k y e s t e r d a y . She r e a d _it. in at least 

two h o u r s . 



T h e s e n t e n c e s are l i n k e d t o g e t h e r . "She" and "it" in the s e c o n d 

r e f e r b a c k to (or are a n a p h o r i c to) "Mary" and "book" in the 

first s e n t e n c e and d o n o t d e a l w i t h p r e s u p p o s i t i o n . W i t h r e l a t i o n 

to m e a n i n g (it is e n t i r e l y s a t i s f i e d ) for a l l i t e m s (Mary / she; 

b o o k / it) a r e i d e n t i c a l in r e f e r e n c e , or C O R E F E R E N T I A L . T h i s 

d e g r e e of c o r e f e r e n t i a l i t y b e t w e e n b o o k and _it p r o v i d e s t e x t u r e . 

On the o t h e r h a n d , the s i m p l e r e p e t i t i o n of an item c o n t r i b u t e s 

to t e x t u r e and a l s o l e a d s to c o m p r e h e n s i o n . S o , i n s t e a d of " i t " , 

we s h o u l d p l a c e "the b o o k " w h e r e "the" is an a n a p h o r i c s i g n a l . 

The r e p e t i t i o n of "book" f u n c t i o n s c o h e s i v e l y and is a l s o 

c o r e f e r e n t i a l . S u m m i n g u p , the c o h e s i v e e l e m e n t s d e f i n e d a b o v e 

p r o v i d e s u f f i c i e n t c o n s i s t e n c y to c r e a t e t e x t u r e . 

4. Ties 

T h e link w h i c h b i n d s a r e f e r r i n g item to the item to 

w h i c h it r e f e r s c o n s t i t u t e s a t i e . T h e s i n g l e i n s t a n c e of c o h e s i o n 

in t h e p r e c e d i n g e x a m p l e ("book" and "it") r e p r e s e n t s the 

o c c u r r e n c e of a p a i r of c o h e s i v e i t e m s in an a n a p h o r i c r e l a t i o n . 

T h e s e c o n d p o s s i b i l i t y is a c q u i r e d b y m e a n s of r e p e t i t i o n ("book" 

5 
and "the b o o k " ) and a l s o c o n s t i t u t e s a t i e . 

R e l a t i n g ties to t e x t u r e , w e c a n see at a g l a n c e that 

b o t h c o n c e p t s h a v e s o m e t h i n g in c o m m o n w i t h e a c h o t h e r . A s we 

can see, the m o s t i m p o r t a n t d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e m r e s i d e s in 

the fact that t e x t u r e d e a l s w i t h m e a n i n g w h i l e t i e s imply the 

m o s t c o n v e n i e n t l e x i c a l c h o i c e to p r o v i d e the same m e a n i n g . In 

thiã w a y e u r p r e v i o u s e x a m p l e s of "it" and "book" a r e a d j u s t a b l e 

to i d e n t i f y the idea of "book" c o n t a i n e d in the first s e n t e n c e . 

O t h a r t y p e s of c o h e s i v e t i e s such as r e f e r e n c e , 
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s u b s t i t i o n , e l l i p s i s , e t c . w i l l be d i s c u s s e d b e l o w and 

c o n v e n i e n t l y a p p l i e d to a short s t o r y , the m a i n d a t a of our 

r e s e a r c h , at a l a t t e r s t a g e . 

5. Types of Cohesive Relations 

5 . 1 . R e f e r e n c e 

The p r o p e r t y of r e f e r e n c e is i n h e r e n t to c e r t a i n items 

e v e r y l a n g u a g e p o s s e s s e s . T h e s e items m a k e r e f e r e n c e : to t h e i r 
i j 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i n s t e a d of b e i n g i n t e r p r e t e d s e m a n t i c a l l y in t h e i r 

own r i g h t . 

T h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of this p e c u l i a r t y p e ; of c o h e s i o n 

lies in the s p e c i f i c n a t u r e t h a t is m a r k e d for r e t r i e v a l .
 7

 T h e 

f o l l o w i n g e x a m p l e s h o w s the r o l e öf r e f e r e n c e : 

o 
L o o k at t h o s e t h r e e t r e e s and see h o w t a l l t h e y a r e . 

In t h i s c a s e , the i n f o r m a t i o n to be r e t r i e v e d f r o m 

the r e f e r e n t i a l m e a n i n g o r the i d e n t i t y of the p a r t i c u l a r c l a s s 

of t h i n g s w h i c h is b e i n g r e f e r r e d t o , (or, e v e n the i d e n t i t y of 

the p a r t i c u l a r t h i n g ) is f o u n d in the f i r s t c l a u s e of the 

s t a t e m e n t . In t h i s w a y t h e same item e n t e r s i n t o the d i s c o u r s e a 

s e c o n d t i m e . In " . . . s e e h o w t a l l t h e y a r e " , t h e y , b e s i d e s "those 

t h r e e t r e e s " , m e a n s the same o n e s we h a v e just b e e n r e f e r r i n g t o . 

R e f e r e n c e t h e r e f o r e i m p l i e s the o p e r a t i o n of c o h e s i o n 

in a t e x t . T h e o u t l i n e p r e s e n t e d b y H a l l i d a y and H a s a n (1976) 

i n c l u d e s p e r s o n a l , d e m o n s t r a t i v e , and c o m p a r a t i v e r e l a t i o n w h i c h 

m a k e r e f e r e n c e to s o m e t h i n g e l s e for their, i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . In 

o t h e r w o r d s , they s i g n a l the i n f o r m a t i o n to be r e t r i e v e d e l s e w h e r e 



in the -text or out of i t . T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n in its e s s e n c e is the 

r e f e r e n t i a l m e a n i n g of t h e t h i n g , or m a y b e c o n s i d e r e d the c l a s s 

of t h i n g s that is b e i n g r e f e r r e d t o . 

The p r o b l e m of r e f e r e n t i a l c o h e s i o n c a n b e a c h i e v e d 

t h r o u g h the f o l l o w i n g c a t e g o r i z a t i o n . a l s o o u t l i n e d b y H a l l i d a y 
9 

and H a s a n . 
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REFERENCE : 

[ s i t u a t i o n a l ] [ t e x t u a l ] 

e x o p h o r a e n d o p h o r a 

j to p r e c e d i n g text ] [ t o f o l l o w i n g t e x t ] 

a n a p h o r a c a t a p h o r a 

B o t h e x o p h o r i c and e n d o p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e s a r e c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 

s i m i l a r i t i e s and c o n t r a s t s . Let us e x a m i n e w h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e s both: 

The i n f o r m a t i o n d e s i r e d for i n t e r p r e t i n g a n y p a s s a g e m u s t be 

r e t r i e v e d e l s e w h e r e in the t e x t or c l a u s e . Therefore,presuppositions 

p r e v a i l and m u s t a l s o b e s a t i s f i e d : A n y e x o p h o r i c i t e m s i m p l y 

s i g n a l s t h a t r e f e r e n c e m u s t b e m a d e to t h e c o n t e x t of s i t u a t i o n . ^ 

W h e n a r e f e r e n c e i t e m is t a k e n in i s o l a t i o n it is r a t h e r n e u t r a l 

and we h a v e n o m e a n s of i d e n t i f y i n g it as a n a p h o r i c or e x o p h o r i c . 

T h i s w o u l d be the c a s e of "that one" and "this" in 



I 
8 

T h a t o n e is m u c h l a r g e r t h a n t h i s . 

T h i s f r a g m e n t of c o n v e r s a t i o n h e a r d w o u l d c e r t a i n l y 

s a t i s f y m o s t p a r t i c i p a n t s (hearer and s p e a k e r ) of the d i a l o g u e . 

T h e o n l y w a y for us to n a m e the i t e m s u n d e r l i n e d as a n a p h o r i c 

w o u l d be to be p r e s e n t in the same c o n v e r s a t i o n . A s i t u a t i o n such 

as t h i s is a m b i g u o u s and is not u n c o m m o n . In c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h e r e 

" l a n g u a g e - i n - a c t i o n "
1 1
 d o e s n o t p l a y the m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e 

in the
1
 e v e n t , the i n s t a n c e s of e x o p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e s > a r e m u c h 

i i ; 

,higherJ A s a c o n s e q u e n c e , c o m p l e x i t y and i n c o m p l e t e n e s s predominate 

and m a k e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n u n a v a i l a b l e . O t h e r s i t u a t i o n s w h e r e 

e x o p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e s p r e d o m i n a t e on a s u r p r i s i n g s c a l e is the 
1 ! 

l a n g u a g e of the c h i l d r e n ' s p e e r g r o u p . F o r H a l l i d a y t h e interaction 

a m o n g y o u n g c h i l d r e n is f r e q u e n t and b e l o n g s to t h e i r i m m e d i a t e 

e n v i r o n m e n t . T h e y m a k e u s e of a r e s t r i c t e d c o d e w h i c h is f u l l y 

e x o p h o r i c . In such a c a s e , the s o l u t i o n or i n t e r p r e t a t i o n depends 

u p o n the c o n t e x t of the s i t u a t i o n if a n y o u t s i d e r is to' g r a s p 

w h a t is s a i d . In v i e w of t h e s e f a c t s , we a s s u m e , e x o p h o r i c 

r e f e r e n c e is n o t to b e c o h e s i v e b u t s i m p l y l i n k i n g the l a n g u a g e 

to the c o n t e x t of s i t u a t i o n . On the o t h e r h a n d , we w o u l d like to 

say that d i s t i n g u i s h i n g d i f f e r e n t f a c t o r s of r e g i s t e r is the 

c h o i c e of e x o p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e . In an e f f o r t to c l a r i f y the present 

a r g u m e n t s w e s h o u l d r e c a l l t h r e e i m p o r t a n t c a t e g o r i e s or m o d e s 

of e x p r e s s i o n w h i c h h a v e been, a p p l i e d to s p e c i f i c s e g m e n t s of the 

E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g c o m m u n i t y , b u t w h i c h a r e a p p l i c a b l e to a n y 

l a n g u a g e in s o c i e t y . T h e s e segments- i n c l u d e t h o s e u t t e r a n c e s 

u n d e r s t o o d o n l y b y m e m b e r s of a s p e c i f i c o c c u p a t i o n , t r a d e , 

p r o f e s s i o n , s e c t , c l a s s , a g e g r o u p , i n t e r e s t g r o u p ( i . e . c a n t ) 

t e c h n i c a l or s e c r e t v o c a b u l a r y ( j a r g o n ) ; and the c o n v e r s a t i o n a l 

tone of a n y p r o f e s s i o n a l c r i m i n a l g r o u p ( a r g o t ) . A l a n g u a g e 
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user w h o d o e s not b e l o n g to t h e s e g r o u p s w o u l d not n o r m a l l y be 

e x p e c t e d to p i c k u p the n e c e s s a r y c l u e s f r o m t h e i r u s e in whatever 

c o n t e x t of s i t u a t i o n s . In t h i s c a s e the l a n g u a g e - i n - a c t i o n , w h i c h 

m a y a p p e a r u n g r a m m a t i c a l and c o m p l e x by v i r t u e of the p r e d o m i n a n c e 

of e x o p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e i t e m s w h i c h in each i n d i v i d u a l g r o u p w o u l d 

be p e r f e c t l y a c c e p t a b l e and i n t e l l i g i b l e w i t h i n a s p e c i f i c p e e r 

g r o u p of i n t e r l o c u t o r s . In f a c t , each d i s t i n c t g r o u p of 

i n t e r l o c u t o r s h a s its r e s t r i c t e d c o d e w h i c h s e r v e s t h e i r specific 

p u r p o s e s of c o m m u n i c a t i o n . S u m m i n g u p we c a n c o n c l u d e t h a t the 

e x p e c t a t i o n s a c c o r d i n g to w h i c h u t t e r a n c e s are u s e d , b y w h o m , 

to w h o m , w h e n , w h e r e and w h y w i t h i n the g r o u p of i n t e r l o c u t o r s 

are m a t c h e d ; on the o t h e r h a n d , in the c a s e of o u t s i d e r s , t h i s 

w o u l d p r o b a b l y n o t b e the c a s e . 

To r e t u r n m o r e s p e c i f i c a l l y to the g r a m m a t i c a l elements 

of c o h e s i o n in the field of t e x t u a l r e f e r e n c e , e n d o p h o r a comprises 

t.^o d i f f e r e n t i n s t a n c e s of r e f e r e n c e : a n a p h o r a (the r e f e r e n c e is 

r e t r i e v e d from the p r e c e d i n g text as seen b e f o r e ) and c a t a p h o r a 

(the r e f e r e n c e is r e t r i e v e d in the f o l l o w i n g t e x t ) . A c a t a p h o r i c 

item is e s s e n t i a l l y c o h e s i v e t h o u g h m u c h less f r e q u e n t than 

U I.
 1 2 

a n a p h o r i c or e x o p h o r i c i t e m s . 

A l l t h e s e i n s t a n c e s ( a n a p h o r i c , c a t a p h o r i c and exophoric) 

can be i d e n t i f i e d in the q u o t a t i o n s b e l o w : 

"In this barren place Ha 11 i e had lived for 

more ttían twenty y e a r s . Her first summer 

was spent not in a h o u s e but in an Indian 

•i • . « ' , 13 w i k i u p on the s h o r e . 

B o t h s e n t e n c e s are linked t o g e t h e r . "Her" in the second 

s e n t e n c e r e f e r s b a c k (or is a n a p h o r i c to) " H a t t i e " in the f i r s t 

s e n t e n c e w h e r e p r e s u p p o s i t i o n d o e s not p r e v a i l . 
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In o p p o s i t i o n to a n a p h o r a , the e x c e r p t t a k e n f r o m t h e 

o p e n i n g lines of "The M a y p o l e of M e r r y M o u n t " b y N a t h a n i e l 

H a w t h o r n e is a v e r y fine e x a m p l e of c a t a p h o r a . 

B r i g h t w e r e the days at M e r r y M o u n t , w h e n the 

M a y p o l e was the b a n n e r staff o f that gay colony! 

They who reared i t , should their b a n n e r be 

14 
t r i u m p h a n t . . . 

The p e r s o n a l p r o n o u n "They" is e m p l o y e d c a t a p h o r i c a l l y and r e f e r s 

in a f o r w a r d s e n s e to "the c o l o n i s t s " (p. 7 , f i r s t p a r a g r a p h ) . 

Such were the c o l o n i s t s of M e r r y M o u n t , as they 

o 

stood in the broad smile of s u n s e t round their 

v e n e r a t e d M a y p o l e . ^ 

W i t h r e g a r d to e x o p h o r a , the p r e s e n t s a m p l e t a k e n from 

H a l l i d a y s a t i s f i e s a n y r e a d e r ' s e x p e c t a t i o n : 

T h e y ' r e p l a y i n g f o o t b a l l and he k i c k s it and it 

goes through there it b r e a k s the w i n d o w and 

they're looking at it and he c o m e s out and shouts 

at them b e c a u s e t h e y ' v e b r o k e n it so they run 

away and then she looks out and she tells them 

,, 16 
o f f . 

T h i s short t e x t is the r e s u l t of a s e r i e s of f o u r 

p i c t u r e s w h i c h w e r e s h o w n to c h i l d r e n w h o w e r e a s k e d to d e s c r i b e 

t h e i r o w n w o r d s . In the first p i c t u r e some b o y s p l a y f o o t b a l l ; in 

the s e c o n d , the b a l l g o e s t h r o u g h the w i n d o w of a h o u s e ; in the 

t h i r d , a w o m a n l o o k s out of the w i n d o w w h i l e t h e m a n m a k e s 

o m i n o u s m o t i o n g e s t u r e ; the f o u r t h p i c t u r e s h o w s t h e b o y s 

running a w a y . 



The w h o l e t e x t is c o n t e x t - b o u n d b e c a u s e it d e p e n d s on 

e x o p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e . In t h i s w a y , the p r o n o u n s h_e (a m a n ) , she 

(that l a d y ) , t h e y (three b o y s ) , and t h e r e (the w i n d o w ) c a n not be 

i n t e r p r e t e d w i t h o u t the p i c t u r e s . C o n c l u d i n g , the t e x t is 

e f f e c t i v e l y tied to the c o n t e x t of s i t u a t i o n . 

In t e r m s of c l a s s r o o m a c t i v i t i e s and p r o c e d u r e s w h i c h 

i n v o l v e ¡F-L s t u d e n t s , some p r e c a u t i o n s m u s t b e t a k e n m a i n l y w h e n 

d i v o r c e m e n t (when a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e o c c u r s b e t w e e n two 
i 

e l e m e n t s of the c o h e s i v e t i e s ) and a m b i g u i t y p r e d o m i n a t e . Such 
i 

p r o b l e m s c a n p o s s i b l y o c c u r w h e n a v e r y g r e a t d i s t a n c e e x i s t s 

b e t w e e n ¡the r e f e r r i n g item and the item t h a t it r e f e r s t o . 

T w o d i f f i c u l t i e s m a y w e l l a r i s e . T h e first is r e l a t e d 

to b o t h ' a n a p h o r a and c a t a p h o r a . T h e F - L r e a d e r ' s n a t u r a l t e n d e n c y 

is to s e a r c h b a c k w a r d for the c o r r e s p o n d i n g r e f e r r i n g i t e m w h i c h 

is not the c a s e of a c a t a p h o r i c o n e . T h e l a t t e r p r o b l e m is related 

to "it" in the t e x t b e l o w , w h i c h R a y W i l l i a m s h a s i d e n t i f i e d as 

" u n i d e n t i f i e d f l y i n g p r o n o u n s " . ^ In f a c t , it is s o m e w h a t difficult 

to i d e n t i f y the i t e m "it" in the t e x t by R a y W i l l i a m s w h e n it 

a p p e a r s for the s e c o n d t i m e . D o e s t h i s "it" c o h e r e w i t h i n v e s t m e n t , 

c o n t r o v e r s y or p r o j e c t - i t e m s w h i c h a r e p l a c e d r i g h t b e f o r e it? 

This k i n d of r e f e r e n t i a l a m b i g u i t y is c a u s e d b y the d i v o r c e m e n t 

(the d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n the end of the tie and its c o r e f e r e n t 

a n a p h o r i c i t e m ) w h i c h i m p l i e s in a s e r i o u s d i f f i c u l t y in r e l a t i o n 

to u n d e r s t a n d i n g : 
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In 19 6 9 work beg an on the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a vast 

dam across the Z a m b e s i R i v e r , near the border 

with Z a m b i a . When c o m p l e t e , the 
i 

C a b o r r a Bassa 

dam 11 i s (named after the rapids at whichj 

s i t e d ) w i l l i r r i g a t e 1,6 m i l l i o n ha of land and 

p r o d u c e 2200 mW of e l e c t r i c p o w e r . But since 

then , and p a r t i e u s i n c e " its i n d e p e n d e n c e , 

Mo z amb i que has b e c o m e i n c r e a s i n g l y w o r r i e d about 

the cost of c o m p l e t i n g and o p e r a t i n g the p r o j e c t 

Quite apart from the M o z a m b i c a n ' s n a t u r a l unease 

! 
at the c o s t , fierce c o n t r o v e r s y has s u r r o u n d e d 

the p r o j e c t from the e a r l i e s t p l a n n i n g s t a g e s . 

At the heart of the c o n t r o v e r s y j liesi the 

q u e s t i o n s of who this i n v e s t m e n t of h u n d r e d of
 v 

m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s was d e s i g n e d jto b e n e f i t . 

They t h e m s e l v e s will not be d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d , 
at least for many y e a r s , since 11 w i l l not 

m a t e r i a l l y c h a n g e their l i f e - s t y l e to an 

• ui .
 1 8 

a p p r e c i a b l e e x t e n t . 

"it" c o h e r e s t w i c e w i t h C a b o r r a B a s s a d a m . T h e s e c o n d 

i n s t a n c e of c o h e s i o n c e r t a i n l y w i l l h a v e faded f r o m s h o r t - t e r m 

m e m o r y , r e d u c i n g the c h a n c e of l i n k a g e . O t h e r i n s t a n c e s of 

c o h e s i o n c a n a l s o be d e t e c t e d in t h i s text and w i l l be e m p h a s i z e d 

in the n e x t s e c t i o n . 
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5 . 1 . 1 . - T y p e s of r e f e r e n c e 

5 . 1 . 1 . 1 . - P e r s o n a l R e f e r e n c e : 

R e f e r e n c e as a c o h e s i v e tie i n c l u d e s ' P e r s o n a l R e f e r e n c e ' 

t h r o u g h the t h r e e c l a s s e s of p e r s o n a l p r o n o u n s w h i c h a r e p o s s e s s i v e 

d e t e r m i n e r s , or p o s s e s s i v e a d j e c t i v e s and p o s s e s s i v e p r o n o u n s ; a l l 

t h e s e r e f e r e n c e i t e m s r e f e r to s o m e t h i n g by s p e c i f y i n g its 

I 19 
f u n c t i o n , i n the s p e e c h s i t u a t i o n . In the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n 

(P. & ) r the p e r s o n a l s "They t h e m s e l v e s " and "their" r e f e r b a c k 

to " M o z a m b i c a n s ' 
: I 

5.1.1.2.,!- D e m o n s t r a t i v e R e f e r e n c e : 

.'In the c a s e of ' D e m o n s t r a t i v e r e f e r e n c e ' the r e f e r e n t 

is i d e n t i f i e d b y m e a n s of its l o c a t i o n on a s c a l e :Lof p r o x i m i t y . 

20 
The s y s t e m is as f o l l o w s : n e u t r a l and s e l e c t i v e . " H e r e " , " t h e r e " , 

"now" and "then" a r e s e l e c t i v e c i r c u m s t a n t i a l ( a d v e r b i a l ) 

d e m o n s t r a t i v e s . " T h i s " , " t h a t " , "those" a r e s e l e c t i v e participants. 

"Near" and "far" a r e s e l e c t i v e as w e l l . T h e d e m o n s t r a t i v e "then" 

(also from q u o t a t i o n on p . /Ig ) h a s "1969" as c o - r e f e r e n t . 

5 . 1 . 1 . 3 . - C o m p a r a t i v e R e f e r e n c e : 

The c l a s s of ' C o m p a r a t i v e r e f e r e n c e ' f u n c t i o n s in t e r m s 

21 
of l i k e n e s s and u n l i k e n e s s . "Comparison, a c c o r d i n g to H a l l i d a y 

22 
and H a s a n , i n v o l v e s two s u b - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s : 

5 . 1 . 1 . 3 . a . h G e n e r a l ( d e i c t i c ) : i d e n t i t y : w h e n two t h i n g s a r e , in 

f a c t , the same t h i n g as in: " T h i s is the same p i c t u r e as the 
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o n e I w a t c h e d a m o n t h a g o . " 

s i m i l a r i t y w h e r e two t h i n g s 

are like e a c h o t h e r as in: 

"It is a s i m i l a r p i c t u r e to 

the o n e I w a t c h e d a m o n t h 

ago" . 

d i f f e r e n c e : H e r e a k i n d of 

c o n f l a t i o n (fusion of the two 

p r e c e d i n g c o n c e p t s ) i n t o a 

s i n g l e m e a n i n g p r e d o m i n a t e s -

t h a t of n o n - l i k e n e s s or 

d i f f e r e n c e : 

"It is a d i f f e r e n t p i c t u r e 

from the o n e we w a t c h e d a 

m o n t h a g o " . 

In t e r m s of t h e i r s t r u c t u r a l s e n s e , t h e s e t h r e e e x a m p l e s .are 

c a t a p h o r i c , h a v i n g , in each c a s e , the o n e we w a t c h e d a m o n t h 

a g o as r e f e r e n t . T h e c o m p a r a t i v e s ( ' s a m e
1
, ' s i m i l a r ' and 

' d i f f e r e n t ' ) p o i n t f o r w a r d to i t . (i.e. the r e f e r e n t ) 

5 . 1 . 1 . 3 . b . - P a r t i c u l a r ( n o n - d e i c t i c ) : n u m e r a t i v e 

The n u m e r a t i v e e l e m e n t in the s t r u c t u r e of the n o m i n a l 

g r o u p in t e r m s of q u a n t i t y ig e x p r e s s e d (a) b y a c o m p a r a t i v e 

q u a n t i f i e r , e . g . : m o r e in "He m a d e m o r e m i s t a k e s t h a n I d i d " ; or 

(b) an a d v e r b of c o m p a r i s o n s u b m o d i f y i n g a q u a n t i f i e r , e . g . :
 y

H e 

* 

P r e m o d i f i e r w i l l b e the g e n e r a l term for d e i c t i c , e p i t h e t and 

m o d i f i e r , a n y t i m e t h e y a p p e a r or f u n c t i o n as a d j e c t i v e s . 



m a d e as. m a n y m i s t a k e s as y o u c o u l d p o s s i b l y b e l i e v e " . 

W h e n the c o m p a r i s o n is r e a l i z e d in t e r m s of q u a n t i t y 

it is e x p r e s s e d in the f o l l o w i n g w a y s : 

(]. ) in the E p i t h e t e l e m e n t in the n o m i n a l g r o u p , e i t h e r 

(a) by a c o m p a r a t i v e a d j e c t i v e , e.g.: " S c i e n t i s t s d i s c o v e r e d the 

'route' to the m o o n . It w a s an e a s i e r task t h a n to s o l v e the 

p r o b l e m of s t a r v a t i o n " , or '(b) an a d v e r b of c o m p a r i s o n w h i c h 
j 

s u b m o d i f i e s an a d j e c t i v e , e . g . : so in "I n e v e r t h o u g h t he w a s a 

so s t r o n g m a n " ; (II) as A d j u n c t in the c l a u s e , e i t h e r (a) b y a 
I 

c o m p a r a t i v e a d v e r b e . g . : f a s t e r in " T r a i n s g o f a s t e r w h e n the 
I 

snow m e l t s " , or (b) b y an a d v e r b s u b m o d i f y i n g a n o t h e r a d v e r b , e . g . 

as in "Her p e r f o r m a n c e w a s r e a l l y g r e a t . H o w c o u l d she s i n g as 

s w e e t l y ? "
 2 3 

'As w e c a n see b o t h t y p e s of c o m p a r i s o n a r e r e f e r e n t i a l . 

It d o e s n o t m a t t e r if the c o r e f e r e n t is e x p l i c i t or i m p l i c i t 

s i n c e a s t a n d a r d or r e f e r e n c e , by w h i c h o n e t h i n g is said to be 

s u p e r i o r , e q u a l , or i n f e r i o r in q u a n t i t y or q u a l i t y , is c l e a r l y 

i d e n t i f i e d . 

5 . 2 . - S u b s t i t u t i o n 

T h i s t y p e of c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n is c h a r c t e r i z e d b y the 

r e p l a c e m e n t of o n e i t e m b y a n o t h e r . T h i s t y p e of r e l a t i o n between 

l i n g u i s t i c i t e m s is l a r g e l y e m p l o y e d in o r d e r to a v o i d the 

• • r- • • 2k ' 

r e p e t i t i o n of a p a r t i c u l a r i t e m . T h e r e a r e t h r e e t y p e s of 

s u b s t i t u t i o n : 

a) n o m i n a l ( o n e / s , the s a m e ) , 

b) v e r b a l (do, d i d ) , 

c) c l a u s a l (so, n o t ) 
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A n y of the c o h e s i v e instances d e f i n e d a b o v e w i l l be 

found b e t w e e n s e n t e n c e s and are b e s t r e g a r d e d as an ^arranged 

g r o u p of w o r d s of any c l a s s (noun, v e r b , a d v e r b , e t c . w h e n 

r e q u i r e d ) w i t h a p e r i o d , e x c l a m a t i o n p o i n t , or q u e s t i o n m a r k at 

the e n d , to e x p r e s s i d e a s and f e e l i n g s . 

D e s c r i b i n g the s e n t e n c e from the p o i n t of v i e w of 
! i 

jtraditional g r a m m a r , we c a n c a t e g o r i z e t h e m as: 

! i -i , . . . . 

a . [Simple s e n t e n c e - (as long as it r e m a i n s a c l a u s e , c o n t a i n i n g 

one predicate),, e.g.: "He d i e d " . It is c o m p l e t e , t w o - w o r d , 

simple and c o m m o n in its s t r u c t u r e : s u b j e c t (John) / v e r b 

( d i e d ) . A d d i n g r e q u i r e d m o d i f i e r s such as " L i t t l e J o h n d i e d ! ! I ; poorily", the s e n t e n c e b e c o m e s long b u t r e m a i n s s i m p l e in its 
I 
s t r u c t u r e ; 

( i 

b . C o m p o u n d S e n t e n c e , w h i c h h a s two or m o r e m a i n c l a u s e s , /iand 

each c l a u s e c o n t a i n i n g a s u b j e c t and a p r e d i c a t e . E a c h c l a u s e 

d e s c r i b e s a c o m p l e t e a c t i o n in i t s e l f and is joined b y .oa 

c o n n e c t i v e - " b u t " , " o r " , " a n d " , e t c . - or by a s e m i c o l o n or 

c o l o n , e . g . : "He t r i e d m a n y t i m e s b u t n e v e r s u c c e e d e d in 

w i n n i n g the p r i z e " . T h e s e c l a u s e s a r e i n d e p e n d e n t in the s e n s e 

that t h e y c o u l d b e c o m e two s e n t e n c e s w i t h m i n i m a l c h a n g e of 

m e a n i n g and w r i t i n g , e . g . : "He tried m a n y t i m e s . He n e v e r 

s u c c e e d e d in w i n n i n g the p r i z e " . In a n y s e n t e n c e , the p a r t s 

a r e b a l a n c e d , n e a r l y e q u a l , or c o o r d i n a t e ; 

c . C o m p l e x S e n t e n c e , w h e r e o n e p a r t of the s e n t e n c e d e p e n d s on 

the o t h e r and is c a l l e d a ' s u b o r d i n a t e c l a u s e ' w h i c h is u s e d 

to e x p l a i n or c o m p l e t e the o t h e r . C l a u s e s i n t r o d u c e d by 

r e l a t i v e p r o n o u n s ( s o m e t i m e s c a l l e d r e l a t i v e c l a u s e s ) , such 

as " w h o " , " t h a t " , or " w i c h " , are s u b o r d i n a t e to a m a i n , c l a u s e 



and d e p e n d u p o n i t . 

O t h e r c o n j u n c t i o n s t h a t can i n t r o d u c e s u b o r d i n a t e 

c l a u s e s , each w i t h its p r e c i s e m e a n i n g , to b e u s e d ¡ c a r e f u l l y , 

i n c l u d e the f o l l o w i n g : " a f t e r " , " a l t h o u g h " , " i f " , " s i n c e " , and 

" w h e n " . E.g.: "He w o n the P u l i t z e r p r i z e w h e n he w a s a g e d 

t h i r t e e n " . - T h i s s e n t e n c e , like m a n y o t h e r s , is c h a r a c t e r i z e d 

by the p r e s e n c e of s u b j e c t , (nouns and p r o n o u n s ) , p r e d i c a t e s 

(verbs) and c o m p l e m e n t s ( pre-ipodif i e r s , p o s t - m o d i f i e r s , e t c . ) . 

H o w e v e r , there are c a s e s w h e r e one or o t h e r of < the s e n t e n c e 

s t r u c t u r e s is e l l u d e d , b u t e n t i r e l y u n d e r s t o o d by the r e a d e r or 

l i s t e n e r . 

5 . 3 . - E l l i p s i s 

E l l i p s i s is s o m e t i m e s b r o a d l y e m p l o y e d to avoid 

u n n e c e s s a r y r e p e t i t i o n . Thus d e p e n d i n g on the s i t u a t i o n , a 

s e n t e n c e (spoken or w r i t t e n ) can appear w i t h o u t any c o m p o n e n t due 

to the s t r u c t u r e of the s e n t e n c e though (preserving)it m e a n i n g f u l . 

In the f o l l o w i n g q u o t a t i o n we can easily p e r c e i v e that^ the 

2 5 
subjects are l a c k i n g . This o m i s s i o n is called n o m i n a l e l l i p s i s . 

She m e n t i o n e d , and (1) f o r g o t , 

Then lightly as a reed 

(2) Bent to the w a t e r , (3) s t r u g g l e d s c a r c e , 

2 6 
(4) C o n s e n t e d , and (5) was d e a d . 

The p e r s o n a l p r o n o u n "she" is e x p l i c i t o n l y o n c e . In the s e q u e n c e 

we can e a s i l y r e c o g n i z e the set of s u c c e s s i v e e l l i p t i c a l s u b j e c t s 

(five t i m e s ) , but t h e i r a b s e n c e c a u s e s n o d i f f i c u l t y in the 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the t e x t as a w h o l e , a v o i d i n g u n n e c e s s a r y 

r e p e t i t i o n . 
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A s i m i l a r e f f e c t can be found in "Have they b e e n w o r k i n g ? 

- Y e s , they h a v e " , a n d "What h a v e they b e e n d o i n g ? - W o r k i n g " . 

The two v e r b a l g r o u p s in the a n s w e r s ( h a v e / w o r k i n g ) a r e b o t h 

27 

i n s t a n c e s of v e r b a l e l l i p s i s , and can b e said to s t a n d for "have 

b e e n w o r k i n g " , and t h e r e is no p o s s i b i l i t y of c o m p l e t i o n b y any 

o t h e r i t e m . 

In r e g a r d to c l a u s a l e l l i p s i s t h e e x a m p l e b y R a y W i l l i a m s 

(1983) is w o r t h q u o t i n g : 

Large n u m b e r s of people in d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 

are s u f f e r i n g and often dying from d i s e a s e s w h i c h 

m o d e r n m e d i c a l k n o w l e d g e has the power to p r e v e n t 

or c u r e . M i l l i o n s | | still suffer from l e p r o s y , 
28 

b i c h a r z i a , t r a c h o m a and y a w s . . . 

C l e a r l y h e r e the c l a u s e "of p e o p l e in d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s " h a s 

b e e n left u n s a i d in the s e n t e n c e for r e a s o n s s i m i l a r to t h o s e 

d i s c u s s e d a b o v e . 

B e s i d e s t h i s t h e o r e t i c a l s u p p o r t , t h e r e a r e two o t h e r 

a s p e c t s we w o u l d like to r e f l e c t upon s i n c e b o t h d e a l d i r e c t l y 

w i t h the c o n t e n t of any w r i t t e n w o r k . 

T h o u g h o u r i n t e n t i o n in e l a b o r a t i n g t h i s r e s e a r c h is 
i 

to r e s t r i c t o u r s e l v e s to g r a m m a t i c a l t o p i c s r e l a t e d t o ! c o h e s i o n , a 

b r i e f look at c r e a t i v e aridj e x p o s i t o r y w r i t i n g is a d v i s a b l e s i n c e 

the s o u r c e of all the data, d i s c u s s e d w i l l be t a k e n from a p i e c e 

of f i c t i o n . T h e p o i n t of c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n c r e a t i v e w r i t i n g and 
I i( !

 1
 I 

e x p o s i t o r y w r i t i n g lie's f u n d a m e n t a l l y in the c o n t e n t and o b j e c t i v e 

I 

w h i c h they p r e s e n t . T h e r e f o r e , the first d i s p l a y s the p r e d o m i n a n t 

c o n c e r n w i t h the c o n t e n t as a s p e c i a l l i t e r a r y c r e a t i o n of the 
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w r i t e r . T h e o t h e r a s p e c t s : t h e l i n g u i s t i c f e a t u r e s e m p l o y e d , the 

r u l e s of g r a m m a r and o t h e r e l e m e n t s to m a k e the s u b j e c t as c l e a r 

as p o s s i b l e , in f a c t , c h a r a c t e r i z e s the e x p o s i t i o n . O r i g i n a l i t y 

and c r e a t i v i t y , b e i n g the p r i m o r d i a l c o n c e r n of a f i c t i o n w r i t e r ; 

c l a r i t y , of an e x p o s i t o r y w r i t e r . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e are o t h e r f e a t u r e s w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e 

the c h o i c e s a w r i t e r u s u a l l y m a k e s in w o r k i n g o u t the 
i 

i m p l i c a t i o n s of h i s p u r p o s e s ; for e x a m p l e t h e interaction b e t w e e n 

c o m m o n a n d u n u s u a l c o l l o c a t i o n s , and the p o s s i b i l i t y of a d o p t i n g 

new and t h e r e f o r e s t y l i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t p o s t u r e s w h i c h the 

l i n g u i s t i c s y s t e m a l l o w s , c r e a t i n g ; f o r e x a m p l e t a s p e c i a l atmosphere, 

d i s t a n c e or i n t i m a c y b e t w e e n w r i t e r / n a r r a t o r and r e a d e r . A 

s p e c i a l a t m o s p h e r e m a y b e the r e s u l t of the s p e c i a l handling 
1 

of c o h e s i o n as w e s h a l l see l a t e r . 

T h e t h e o r è t i c a l s u p p o r t on g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n w i l l 

be a p p l i e d to a s e l e c t e d set of s e n t e n c e s from the s h o r t s t o r y , 

" S i l e n t S n o w , S e c r e t S n o w b y C o n r a d A i k e n , f o c u s s i n g on the use 

of g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n or the lack of i t . We a l s o p l a n to 

d e m o n s t r a t e h o w the w r i t e r , a p p a r e n t l y b r e a k i n g a w a y f r o m the 

c o n v e n t i o n a l u s e of c o h e s i o n , is of c r e a t i n g a s e n s e of 

u n i t y w h i c h b e c o m e s t y p i c a l of t h i s w o r k . 

W e w i l l e m p h a s i z e t h r e e i m p o r t a n t t o p i c s w h i c h 

c o n s t i t u t e our o b j e c t i v e s : 
l i ¡ 

i 

a) to f o c u s on the s e q u e n c e c r e a t e d b y the ( a p p a r e n t ) 

Í 

lack of g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n ; 

b) to d e m o n s t r a t e that the i n i t i a l v a g u e n e s s c r e a t e d b y 

the ( a p p a r e n t ) lack of g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n is a 

" m e t a p h o r " for the a t m o s p h e r e of the s h o r t s t o r y ; 

c) to show t h e r e l e v a n c e of g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n or 



c o h e s i v e t i e s w h i c h is p r o g r e s s i v e l y a t t a i n e d in the 

comprehension of the w h o l e t e x t . 

W e m a y a l s o m e n t i o n that we h a v e n o t e x p l o r e d o t h e r 

c o h e s i v e i t e m s such as c o n j u n c t i v e r e l a t i o n s , b e c a u s e the 

s t r u c t u r e and the l i t e r a r y c o m p l e x i t i e s of the t e x t w o u l d involve-

an e x c e s s i v e l y long a n a l y s i s . B e s i d e s t h a t , we w o u l d like to add 

thait an a n a l y s i s of l e x i c a l c o h e s i o n , as w e l l as an a n a l y s i s at 
1
 ti t 

t h e , conjùrctive l e v e l , m i g h t w e l l b e the s u b j e c t for f u r t h e r 
j" Y 'J ¡I -

H . i , I 
studies;. 

T h e e n t i r e r a n g e of c o h e s i v e i t e m s s e l e c t e d w i l l b e 

c a t e g o r i z e d w i t h i n s p e c i f i c t a b l e s w h i c h w i l l d e m o n s t r a t e the 

q u a l i t a t i v e and q u a n t i t a t i v e o c c u r r e n c e s of i t e m s in each 

p a r a g r a p h of the four p a r t s w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e the e n t i r e t e x t . 

T h e set of a l l m a r k e d i t e m s w i l l b e c o n s i d e r e d of special 

r e l e v a n c e in the l i m i t e d s e n s e of t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s a 

s a t i s f a c t o r y c o m p r e h e n s i o n of the w h o l e s h o r t s t o r y . T h u s they 

m a y j u s t i f y and m e e t the o b j e c t i v e s p r o p o s e d for this w o r k . 

; A s we h a v e seen in this s e c t i o n , l i t e r a r y w o r k s , w h e t h e r 

n a r r a t i v e , d e s c r i p t i v e , e t c . m a y b e g i n w i t h the p r e m i s e of 

e s t a b l i s h i n g an a t m o s p h e r e of c o m p l e t e c a t a p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e , 

w h i c h the r e a d e r s c a n e a s i l y r e c o g n i z e , r a t h e r than u s i n g 

a n a p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e , w h i c h i m p l i e s a m u c h c l e a r e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

and u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

T h e r e f o r e , v i e w i n g the t e x t from the p e r s p e c t i v e of 
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g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n , w e find it a d v i s a b l e to c o n s i d e r ''Silent 

S n o w , S e c r e t Snow" as a t w o - p a r t s t o r y : the f i r s t c o m p l e t e l y 

c a t a p h o r i c in r e l a t i o n to "he" and " i t " , and the s e c o n d a n a p h o r i c 

w i t h r e g a r d to b o t h . We f e e l c e r t a i n that t h i s a p p a r e n t d i v i s i o n 

of the t e x t s h o u l d not c a u s e a n y k i n d of m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , n o r 

i n t e r f e r e , w i t h the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e of the s h o r t s t o r y . 
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II - TABLES 

F o l l o w i n g t h e r e v i e w of the l i t e r a t u r e and the 

t h e o r e t i c a l b a s e s for an a n a l y s i s of c o h e s i v e i t e m s b e t w e e n 

s e n t e n c e s w e s h a l l p r o c e e d to t h e a n a l y s i s of the c h o s e n t e x t 

i t s e l f in t e r m s of g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n . T h e r e s u l t of the 

a n a l y s i s , f o c u s s i n g on the p r o p o s e d o b j e c t i v e s , as c o n s i d e r i n g 

the l i m i t a t i o n s set ikp, l e a d s to a c o n f r o n t a t i o n b e t w e e n c o h e s i o n 

í I 
and v a g u e n e s s . 

O u r p r o c e d u r e w i t h r e s p e c t to the d e v e l o p m e n t of o u r 

s t u d y c o n s i s t s of the a p p l i c a t i o n of the t h e o r e t i c a l f r a m e w o r k 

of c o h e s i v e ties w h i c h c o m p r i s e s : t e x t , t e x t u r e , t i e s , t y p e s of 
! I

 1 

r e f e r e n c e , s u b s t i t u t i o n ( n o m i n a l v e r b a l and c a u s a l ) . a n d e l l i p s i s 

( n o m i n a l , v e r b a l and c l a u s a l ) . A l l the m a r k e d i t e m s a r e d i s p l a y e d 

in five d i s t i n c t t a b l e s . 

T h e importance of T a b l e O n e d o e s n o t lie s o l e l y in the 

a m o u n t of d a t a c o l l e c t e d - a p p r o x i m a t e l y one h u n d r e d i t e m s - b u t 

m a i n l y in t h e f u n c t i o n a l r o l e of the d a t a w h i c h d i s t i n g u i s h e s it 

from the r e m a i n i n g c o h e s i v e t i e s . T h i s t a b l e c o v e r s the first 

h a l f of the short s t o r y . C a t a p h o r a is a b u n d a n t l y f o u n d and 

l a r g e l y c o n c e n t r a t e d on the p e r s o n a l s " h e " , "it" and t h e i r 

r e s p e c t e d d e r i v e d f o r m s . T h e u s e of c a t a p h o r a c o n t r i b u t e s to the 

c r e a t i o n 'Of a v e r y s p e c i f i c atmosphe.re w h i c h is o n e of v a g u e n e s s . 

S o m e t i m e s the b e g i n n i n g s of t i e s , d e s p i t e c o n s t a n t 

r e p e t i t i o n , c o n s t i t u t e a c h a i n of p e r s o n a l s e q u e n c e or m e d i a t i n g 

ties w h i c h a r e so far r e m o v e d fromi t h e i r purposes (linking the 

r e f e r e n t and r e s p e c t i v e c o r e f e r e n t ) t h a t t h e y s i m p l y fade from 
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s h o r t - t e r m m e m o r y . T h e s e i n s t a n c e s of d i v o r c e m e n t or 

r e m o t e n e s s r e d u c e the c h a n c e of l i n k a g e b e t w e e n the r e f e r e n t and 

its c o r e f e r e n t as a c o n s e q u e n c e of the c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e 

b e t w e e n b o t h . 

T h e r e is a n o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r i t y in the u s e of "it" w h i c h 

s o m e t i m e s p r o v o k e s s e r i o u s p r o b l e m s for the r e a d e r w h o is m o r e 

likely to seek c o n f i r m a t i o n b y r e r e a d i n g r a t h e r than s e a r c h i n g 

f o r w a r d to the end of the t i e . T h i s c o m m o n t a c t i c d o e s n o t lead 

to the r e a d e r ' s f u l f i l l m e n t of hi3 e x p e c t a t i o n s d u e l a r g e l y to 

the c a t a p h o r i c e n v i r o n m e n t . R e f e r e n t i a l a m b i g u i t y of t h i s n a t u r e 

m a y lead u s to m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g or e v e n , at t i m e s , t o a c o m p l e t e 

m i s r e a d i n g of the t e x t . H o w e v e r , a m b i g u i t y m a y b e c o m e a significant 

l i t e r a r y d e v i c e in the c o n s t t u c t i o n of a m e a n i n g f u l < " m e t a p h o r " 

w h i c h p a r a l l e l s t h e s y m b o l i c a m b i g u i t y of the p r o t a g o n i s t ' s world. 

V a g u e n e s s c r e a t e d b y l a c k of c o h e s i o n or a m b i g u i t y : s o m e h o w 

d i s s o l v e s , in g r a m m a t i c a l t e r m s and in r e l a t i o n to " h e " , w h e n 

"Paul H a s l e m a n " ( Ë o r e f e r e n t ) is r e v e a l e d at the end of the first 

p a r t , ( p a r a g r a p h 2 0 ) . T h i s is one of the r e a s o n s w h i c h m o t i v a t e s 

us to p r o p o s e a d i v i s i o n of the short s t o r y in t e r m s of 

g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n , i n t o two p a r t s w h i l e r e s p e c t i n g its o r i g i n a l 

s t r u c t u r e , 

T h e s e a r c h for i d e n t i t y r e l a t e d to "it" is m o r e i n t e n s e l y 

and p r o g r e s s i v e l y a c q u i r e d t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e t e x t , t h o u g h not 

c o m p l e t e l y s o l v e d e v e n at the end of the s h o r t s t o r y . T h e 

r e l e v a n c e of c a t a p h o r a b e c o m e s e v i d e n t in t h i s l i t e r a r y c o n t e x t , 

as i n c o m p l e t e n e s s p r e v a i l s in t e r m s of t o t a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the 

w h o l e s i t u a t i o n . It is e x a c t l y h e r e that c o h e s i o n p l a y s an 

i m p o r t a n t r o l e in the r e f e r e n c e , n o m a t t e r w h e t h e r b a c k w a r d or 

f o r w a r d . T h i s c o n t i n u i t y of c a t a p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e e n v e l o p s . the 

r e a d e r w i t h i n a d e n s e , u n r e a l , and f o g g y a t m o s p h e r e w i t h o u t 
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p r o v i d i n g h i m w i t h i m m e d i a t e f u l f i l l m e n t of h i s e x p e c t a t i o n s . -

This same a t m o s p h e r e c a n a l s o lead the r e a d e r to the u l t i m a t e 

p u r p o s e ;Of a l l e v e n t s , w h e n , f i n a l l y , P a u l a n t e r s h i s i m a g i n a r y 

w o r l d , h i s o w n w o r l d , w h i c h h a s a c q u i r e d m o r e d e n s i t y , l e a v i n g 

b e h i n d his h e s i t a t i o n s , f e a r s and a n x i e t i e s . 

The c o n t e n t of T a b l e Two f u n c t i o n s in an o p p o s i t e w a y 

to the p r e c e d i n g o n e , t h o u g h the d a t a w a s t a k e n f r o m 'the same 

section of the short s t o r y . A l l c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n s p r o v i d e 

texture and h e l p the r e a d e r , with
1
 the e x c e p t i o n of a few i n s t a n c e s 

(which p r e s u p p o s e s o m e t h i n g d e e p e r for t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ) b y 

the use of d e m o n s t r a t i v e s . A l l of t h e m , in a n y c a s e , p r e s e n t 

the f e a t u r e s of a n a p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e . T h e n e c e s s a r y i n f o r m a t i o n 

is r e t r i e v e d from the p r e c e d i n g t e x t , s i n c e b o t h r e f e r e n t and 

c o r e f e r e n t ( b e g i n n i n g a n d e n d of the same t i e ) i n t e r a c t in such 

a w a y that o n e i n t e r p r e t s the o t h e r ; p r o v i d i n g t h u s the 

n e c e s s a r y c o r e f e r e n t i a l i t y w h i c h c r e a t e s t e x t u r e . 

A m o n g o t h e r a n a p h o r i c i t e m s , some c o m e to o u r n o t i c e 

by v i r t u e of t h e i r r e l e v a n c e in the short s t o r y . T h e y a r e listed 

here a c c o r d i n g to the a p p e a r a n c e of m i n o r c h a r a c t e r s :' < in the 

short s t o r y : 

a) M i s s B u e l l : d u r i n g c l a s s r o o m a c t i v i t y , s h e g i v e s P a u l substantial 

i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t o t h e r p a r t s of t h e w o r l d , w h i c h he b e g i n g 

to t r a n s f o r m into the s e t t i n g of h i s i m a g i n a r y w o r l d ; 

b ) the p o s t m a n : the a n n o u n c e r of "the m o u n t i n g of the snow" w h i c h 

t o u c h e s and i n v o l v e s P a u l , u n t i l the end of the s h o r t s t o r y ; 

c) the m o t h e r : in o n e w a y or a n o t h e r (with the h e l p of the f a t h e r 

and the d o c t o r ) she q u i c k e n e d the p r o c e s s of P a u l ' s d i s j u n c t i o n 

from the r e a l w o r l d ; 
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d) Snow: the c o r e of t h e i m a g e r y of t h e s h o r t s t o r y w h i c h is 

l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e for the o v e r p o w e r i n g f o g g y a t m o s p h e r e . 

A n a p h o r a s e r v e s the p u r p o s e of i n f o r m i n g , c l a r i f y i n g 

and c o n f i r m i n g t h e r e a d e r ' s e x p e c t a t i o n , to a c e r t a i n e x t e n t , b u t 

d o e s not s o l v e a n y t h i n g w h i c h lies b e y o n d h u m a n r e a s o n . A n d w h a t 

is m o r e , a n a p h o r a , a n d its r e q u i s i t e s , e x p l a i n the f a c t s of the 

r e a l w o r l d b u t l e a v e a b l a n k to b e c o m p l e t e d in the w o r l d of 

f a n t a s y , for a n a p h o r a d e a l s w i t h i m m e d i a c y . A g i v e n idea is o n e 

less s t u m b l i n g b l o c k in the s t r u g g l e for a m o r e c o m p l e t e 

s a t i s f a c t i o n in t e r m s of u n d e r s t a n d i n g , Q
n
 b e h a l f of the 

r e a d e r . 

T a b l e T h r e e is an e x t e n t i o n of the p r e c e d i n g o n e . M o r e 

than t h r e e h u n d r e d c o h e s i v e i t e m s c o n s t i t u t e the a n a p h o r i c 

e n v i r o n m e n t w h i c h a l s o p r e d o m i n a t e s , in t h i s p a r t , a l t h o u g h 

with a v e r y n o t i c e a b l e d i f f e r e n c e : t h e s e a n a p h o r i c i t e m s o f f e r a 

p a r t i a l s o l u t i o n to m a n y c a t a p h o r i c o n e s a f t e r the first 

o c c u r r e n c e of " P a u l H a s l e m a n " ( p a r a g r a p h 2 0 ) , i n i t i a t i n g the 

second part of the s h o r t s t o r y , a c c o r d i n g to o u r d i v i s i o n , 

N o w , all r e f e r e n t i a l c o h e s i v e t i e s r e l a t e d to "he" s u g g e s t that 

all i n f o r m a t i o n m u s t be r e t r i e v e d b a c k w a r d . T h u s , t h e s e c o h e s i v e 

items h a v e P a u l H a s l e m a n f u n c t i o n i n g as the b e g i n n i n g of the 

t i e , p r o v i d i n g the n e c e s s a r y s a t i s f a c t i o n to the r e a d e r , and 

t h e r e f o r e p r o v i d i n g texture',which is e s s e n t i a l to the maintainance 

of the u n i t y of the w h o l e p a r t . 

T h i s set of a n a p h o r i c i t e m s , d e s p i t e its q u a n t i t y , s h o w s 

s e v e r a l d i s t i n c t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 

a) a l l e x i s t i n g p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , n o m a t t e r w h e t h e r r e f e r r i n g to 



P a u l , a n ö t h e r i n d i v i d u a l , a t h i n g ( i n a n i m a t e ) or an e v e n t , are 

g i v e n t h r o u g h t h e c a t e g o r i z a t i o n of p r o n o u n s (personal,adjective 

or p o s s e s s i v e ) ; 

b ) some p e r s o n a l s (in r e f e r e n c e to P a u l ) a r e t h e i r o w n .: c o u n t e r -

p a r t s in the c a t a p h o r i c e n v i r o n m e n t , t h e r e f o r e t h e y s e r v e 

both p u r p o s e s ; 

c) all third - form p e r s o n a l s h a v e a m o r é i n t e n s e c u m m u l a t i v e l y . 

a n a p h o r i c f u n c t i o n . 

A l l t h e i r o c c u r r e n c e s c a n b e i n t e r p r e t e d b y r e f e r e n c e 

to the i n i t i a l t i e . T h i s is i m p l i e d in the r e c o g n i t i o n o f frequency 

i t s e l f - t h e g r e a t e r the f r e q u e n c y of t i e s ( m e d i a t i n g and 

i m m e d i a t e ) b e t w e e n the p r e s u p p o s e d and p r e s u p p o s i n g i t e m s - the 

s h o r t e r t h e o c c u r r e n c e of d i v o r c e m e n t or r e m o t e n e s s . 

In a d d i t i o n to c o n s i d e r i n g t h i s p o i n t , we a l s o f o c u s 

on the r e l e v a n c e of l e x i c a l c o h e s i o n in t h e c o n t e x t of c o h e s i o n 

and the i m p l i c a t i o n of c e r t a i n p r o n o u n s ( " I " , " Y o u " ) as well
:
 as 

p r o p e r n o u n s . 

W i t h r e g a r d to t h e p a r a g r a p h s , w h i c h d e p i c t the s e t t i n g , 

or of p a r t s o f d i a l o g u e , w e n o t i c e d a t o t a l a b s e n c e of c o h e s i v e 

i t e m s . F o r m a l l y , we c a n a d m i t that b e i n g p r e s e n t or n o t , the 

a n a p h o r i c i t e m s c o l l e c t e d , d e s p i t e t h e i r h i g h g r a m m a t i c a l i t y for 

e x p r e s s i n g t h e m o r e g e n e r a l m e a n i n g , in n o w a y lead to s o l v i n g the 

e s s e n t i a l a t m o s p h e r e of the s h o r t s t o r y . T h i s p r e v a i l i n g vagueness 

r e a l l y b e l o n g s to a n o t h e r d o m a i n . 

T h e e x a m p l e s of s u b s t i t u t i o n i n c l u d e d in T a b l e F o u r , 

c o m p r i s i n g n o m i n a l , v e r b a l and c l a u s a l , a r e s e l e c t e d and a n a l y s e d 
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in t e r m s of l i n g u i s t i c f o r m s ( g r a m m a r and v o c a b u l a r y ) , d e t e r m i n e d 

b y t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c l a s s . T h e s u b s t i t u t e s " o n e " , "did" and " s o " , 

a l s o n a m e d " c o u n t e r " , a r e a n a l y s e d in t h e i r o r i g i n a l c o n t e x t to 

show the t y p e of r e l a t i o n s h i p t h e y m a i n t a i n s p e c i f i c a l l y b e t w e e n 

the s e n t e n c e s . 

In a d d i t i o n to the o c c u r r e n c e s of the f i r s t , we add 

c e r t a i n p e c u l i a r i n s t a n c e s w h i c h a r e n o t found in the s h o r t s t o r y , 

and s h o w h o w they d i f f e r from c l a u s a l e l l i p s i s . W e a l s o a t t e m p t 

to p r o v i d e an e x p l a n a t i o n of s u b s e t , o c c a s i o n a l s p e c i f i c a t i o n , 
!
 1 ¡

 ; 
r e m a i n d e r ; H e a d , p r e m o d i f i e r and r e p u d i a t i o n . 

I l i 
' ! In the s e c o n d t y p e of s u b s t i t u t i o n we c o n c e n t r a t e on 

! i 

the u s u a l m o r p h o l o g i c a l s c a t t e r "did" and m a k e an a t t e m p t to 

jjrove h o w it l i n k s the s e n t e n c e s by m e a n s of a n a p h o r a , t h u s 

e x t e n d i n g its a c t i o n s a c r o s s s e n t e n c e b o u n d a r i e s . 

We a l s o 'confront v e r b a l s u b s t i t u t i o n w i t h the n o m i n a l 

one in o r d e r to p o i n t out a n y p o s s i b l e s i m i l a r i t i e s .or 

d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s . 

W i t h r e g a r d to c l a u s a l s u b s t i t u t i o n w e n o t o n l y emphasize 

the w a y the s u b s t i t u t e "so" p r e s u p p o s e s the w h o l e of the c l a u s e 

b u t a l s o d e a l w i t h o t h e r e n v i r o n m e n t s w h e r e c l a u s a l s u b s t i t u t i o n 

o c c u r s , k e e p i n g a l s o in m i n d m o d a l i t y , a n d c o n d i t i o n . M o d a l i t y 

by m e a n s of m o d a l f o r m s of the v e r b s ; c o n d i t i o n t h r o u g h the 

c o m m o n l y k o n w n c o n d i t i o n a l c l a u s e s . ^ 

T a b l e F i v e s h o w s that a l l . e l l i p t i c a l c o h e s i o n is a l s o 

found to o c c u r in t h r e e d i s t i n c t e n v i r o n m e n t s : n o m i n a l , v e r b a l 

and c l a u s a l . In a n y of t h e s e t h r e e t y p e s , o n e or m o r e e l e m e n t s 

are r e p u d i a t e d to a v o i d u n n e c e s s a r y or t i r e s o m e r e p e t i t i o n . 

F r o m the m o s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c a s e s , we s p e c i f i e d 



e x a m p l e s of the e l l i p t e d " i t " , the d o u b l y c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n o f 

p o s s e s s i v e p r o n o u n s , t h e o c c u r r e n c e of a n u m e r a t i v e as H e a d in 

the d o m a i n of n o m i n a l s u b s t i t u t i o n . 

L i k e w i s e , w e d i s s e c t the c a s e of v e r b a l e l l i p s i s b a s i n g 

our a n a l y s i s on s y s t e m i c f e a t u r e s . T h e s e c o m p r i s e f i n i t e n e s s , 

p o l a r i t y , v o i c e and t e n s e . W e a l s o a p p l y t h e m , at l e a s t in o n e 

e x a m p l e , w h i l e c o n s i d e r i n g the r e a d e r ' s a t t i t u d e w h e n .confronted 

5 

b y such an a r g u m e n t , m a i n l y on the "left slot" w h e r e n o v e r b a l 

form r e p l a c e s the i t e m . O n e c a s e of c l a u s a l e l l i p s i s is explained, 

its i m p l i c a t i o n and its r e l a t i o n w i t h o t h e r c o m p o n e n t s of the 

s e n t e n c e s t r u c t u r e is m a d e . In a d d i t i o n , a c o n s i d e r a t i o n is 

p r e s e n t e d on the r o l e of s u b s t i t u t i o n w i t h i n question/answer 

s e q u e n c e s . 

O u r f i n a l n o t e on t h i s r e s p e c t c l e a r l y f o c u s s e s >on- a 

s u g g e s t e d r e s t r i c t i o n of the a p p l i c a t i o n of e l l i p s i s . This, relates 

s p e c i f i c a l l y to t h a t a r e a of e l l i p s i s w h i c h is s o m e t i m e s n a m e d 

s u b s t i t u t i o n by z e r o . We a l s o p r o v i d e an e x a m p l e t h r o u g h w h i c h 

w e c o n c l u d e t h a t r e p e t i t i o n is m o r e a c c e p t a b l e , w h e r e a s the b l a n k 

left in the s e c o n d c l a u s e m a y b e c o m p l e t e d w i t h t h e v e r b a l form 

c o n t a i n e d in the f i r s t . In this w a y it e x c l u d e s s u c h a terminology 

- s u b s t i t u t i o n b y z e r o . ^ T h e r e f o r e , we t r a n s c r i b e and d i s c u s s 

c e r t a i n d e f i n i t i o n s of b o t h s u b j e c t s from v a r i o u s s o u r c e s . 

In the c o u r s e of o u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n , c e r t a i n c l u e s a r e 

r e c o g n i z e d w h i c h c o n f i r m o u r s u p p o s i t i o n s . T h e c a t a p h o r i c i t e m s 

d e s p i t e t h e i r p r o p e r t y o f c r e a t i n g the s e n s e o f t e x t u r e c o n t r i b u t e 

m o r e e f f e c t i v e l y to m a i n t a i n i n g the e s s e n c e of t h e s h o r t s t o r y or 

its a t m o s p h e r e o f v a g u e n e s s . 

C o n v e r s e l y , the r o l e of a l l a n a p h o r i c i t e m s i m b u e s 

the text w i t h c l a r i t y w i t h o u t e l i m i n a t i n g the a t m o s p h e r e , b u t 

providing m o r e c o n s i s t e n c y to the w o r l d w h e r e t h e f o g g y and 



the f a n t a s t i c a t m o s p h e r e p r e d o m i n a t e s . 

We a l s o a t t e m p t , t h o u g h not in d e p t h , to t o u c h u p o n the 

s t y l e of the s h o r t s t o r y , a l t h o u g h o u r p a p e r is i f u n d a m e n t a l l y 

b a s e d on g r a m m a t i c a l a n a l y s i s . 
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1 . 1 . - A n a l y s i s a n d I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of T a b l e O n e . 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y o n e h u n d r e d c a t a p h o r i c i t e m s f o u n d in the 

f i r s t t w e n t y p a r a g r a p h s , w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e t h e f i r s t h a l f of t b e 

short s t o r y , have been c o l l e c t e d . It r e m a i n s to d e m o n s t r a t e h o w 

g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n is h a n d l e d b y the a u t h o r in t h i s p a r t o f 

the short s t o r y . 

O u r f i r s t c o n c e r n i n v o l v e s t h e s u c c e s s i v e u s e of the 

p e r s o n a l p r o n o u n s a n d t h e i r r o l e s in the t e x t as well.'
1
 as 

a l t e r n a t i v e r o l e s w h i c h t h e s e i t e m s p l a y . T h e f i r s t p r o n o u n to b e .. 

s e l e c t e d a n d , in principle, t h e w o r d " i t " , c o m e s f i r s t and d e n o t a t e s 

the i n i t i a l sign of s o m e t h i n g v a g u e by v i r t u e of its c o m m o n l y 

found f u n c t i o n , - i . e . , c a t a p h o r i c r a t h e r t h a n a n a p h o r i c . It g o e s 

w i t h o u t s a y i n g , of c o u r s e , t h a t a n y p r o n o u n s w i l l p r o v e • m o r e 

" s u c c e s s f u l " in s e r v i n g t h e p u r p o s e s of e s t a b l i s h i n g a f u r t h e r 

b o n d than t h a t of a n o u n , w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of the c a s e of 

7 

r e i t e r a t i o n ( c h i e f l y s y n o n y m y ) . 

T h e o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l a t e d to "it" and its frequent 

u s e is r e l a t e d to its p r o p e r t y of s e r v i n g m a n y t i m e s as 

" u n i d e n t i f y i n g f l y i n g " p r o n o u n s as W i l l i a m s h a s p o i n t e d o u t . It 

m a y a l s o act as a 'floating p r o n o u n ' as w e h a v e c a l l e d i t , _ in 

o p p o s i t i o n to its r e a l g r a m m a t i c a l i t y , such as in: 

It is r a i n i n g n o w . 

or It is too late n o w . 

T h e p r i m a r y f u n c t i o n of "it" in the f i r s t p a r t of the 

short s t o r y is to c r e a t e v a g u e n e s s and lack of i d e n t i t y in a 

s u b s t a n t i a l w a y , i . e . , a r e a s o n a b l y c o m p l e t e c l a r i f i c a t i o n ' is 

o n l y g i v e n in the p a r a g r a p h 1 9 . (Where t h e m a i n c h a r a c t e r referred 

to as "he" s t i l l r e m a i n s u n k n o w n or u n i d e n t i f i e d ) . 
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l i s t e n e d , w a i t e d , and b e g a n once m o r e -

ah how h e a v e n l y , t o o , the first b e g i n n i n g s -

to hear or feel - for could he a c t u a l l y hear 

it? - the silent s n o w , the s e c r e t s n o w , 
g 

( p a r a g r a p h 18 ) . 

It is i n t e r e s t i n g to o b s e r v e that ''the" is a l s o u s e d c a t a p h o r i c a l l y 

b e c a u s e t h i s is the first reference t o " s i l e n t s n o w , s e c r e t s n o w " . 

B o t h c a t a p h o r i c p r o n o u n s " i t " , "he"! add s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

in c r e a t i n g the " m e t a p h o r " w h i c h is a p a r a l l e l to the a t m o s p h e r e 

of the s h o r t s t o r y . 

T h i s a l s o c h a r a c t e r i z e s the ¡theme i t s e l f b y illustrating 

that P a u l ' s life is e n v e l o p e d b y f o g g y i m a g i n i n g s . V a g u e n e s s 

b e c o m e s p r o g r e s s i v e l y c l a r i f i e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e e n t i r e t e x t and
 x 

is a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y s o l v e d in the last p a r a g r a p h w h e r e it s e e m s 

that the s n o w a s s u m e s the p r o p o r t i o n of a h u m a n b e i n g : 

The hiss was now b e c o m i n g a roar - the 

w h o l e world was a vast m o v i n g screen 

of snow - but even now it said p e a c e , it 

said r e m o t e n e s s , it said c o l d , it said s l e e p , 

( p a r a g r a p h 1 1 8 ) . 

The set of e x a m p l e s w h i c h follows p r e c e d e the c l i m a x of 

the s t o r y and a r e t a k e n from the b e g i n n i n g (first six p a r a g r a p h s ) 

of the n a r r a t i v e at e x a c t l y that p o i n t w h e r e a s i g n i f i c a n t incidence 

9 

of c a t a p h o r i c t i e s o c c u r . T h e r e f o r e the p r e v a i l i n g r e m o t e n e s s 

is n o t a b l e . T h e c a t a p h o r i c t i e s lead us to e n t e r an a t m o s p h e r e 

i m b u e d of v a g u e n e s s r e a l i z e d by a s u r p r i s i n g l y l a r g e s e l e c t i o n of 

f l o a t i n g p r o n o u n s : 
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Just why i_t should have h a p p e n e d , or why i t should 

have h a p p e n e d just when i_t d i d , he could n o t , of 

c o u r s e , p o s s i b l y have s a i d ; nor p e r h a p s could i_t 

even have o c c u r r e d to him to a s k . The thing was 

above all a s e c r e t , s o m e t h i n g to be p r e c i o u s l y 

c o n c e a l e d from M o t h e r and F a t h e r ; and to that 

very fact jjt owed an e n o r m o u s part of its 

de 1 i c i ousne s s . l_t was like a p e c u l i a r l y 

b e a u t i f u l trinket to be carried u n m e n t i o n e d in 

one's trou s e r - p o c k e t - ... ( p a r a g r a p h 1) 

But _i_t was so a b s u r d l y simple! I_t had a m o u n t e d 

to so l i t t l e . 11 was n o t h i n g , just an idea - and 

just why i t should have b e c o m e so w o n d e r f u l , ... 

( p a r a g r a p h 6) 

A l l u n d e r l i n e d p r o n o u n s in the first q u o t a t i o n seem 

u n i n t e r p r e t a b l e at first s i g h t and thus e f f e c t i v e l y p r o v o k e and 

s t i m u l a t e the r e a d e r to i n t e r a c t w i t h the text in an a t t e m p t to 

d i s c o v e r t h e i r m e a n i n g . If the first q u o t a t i o n w e r e not t a k e n 

from the f i r s t p a r a g r a p h of the short s t o r y , the r e a d e r w o u l d 

m o s t p r o b a b l y m o v e h i s a t t e n t i o n to p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n s of the text 

r e r e a d i n g t h e m c a r e f u l l y in o r d e r to d i s c o v e r or s a t i s f y his 

p r o p o s e d p r e s u p p o s i t i o n of a l l i t e m s . 

T h e w o r d s or g r o u p of w o r d s w h i c h f o l l o w such as " t h i n g " , 

" s e c r e t " , " b e a u t i f u l t r i n k e t " , "a r a r e s t a m p " , "an o l d c o i n " , a 

"few tiny g o l d l i n k s " , "a p e b b l e of c a r n e l i a n " , "a sea shell" do 



m o r e than t h r o w out h i n t s at a s l i g h t b o n d in r e l a t i o n to the 

p r o b l e m , but l e a v e it u n s o l v e d . 

T h u s the c a t a p h o r i c p r o n o u n s i m p l y in an i n c o m p l e t e n e s s 

in t e r m s of t o t a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g , f o r , as we h a v e a l r e a d y p o i n t e d 

o u t , c o h e s i ó n lies in the s e q u e n c e or c o n t i n u i t y of r e f e r e n c e 

w h e t h e r b a c k w a r d or f o r w a r d in c h a r a c t e r . W h a t is c r u c i a l is the 

m e a n i n g f u l r e l a t i o n a n y item m a i n t a i n s w i t h a n o t h e r . H o w e v e r , 

w h a t o c c u r s to the " f l o a t i n g it." we are c o n c e r n e d w i t h at t h i s 

m o m e n t , is q u i t e the o p p o s i t e . S u f f i c e it to say t h a t it n e v e r 

r e f e r s t o w a r d o n e or a n o t h e r d i r e c t i o n and n o r d o e s it p r o v i d e 

c o m p l e t e s a t i s f a c t i o n to the r e a d e r w h o r e m a i n s e n v e l o p e d b y 

s o m e t h i n g s o m e w h a t f o g g y , v a g u e , q u i t e m y s t e r i o u s a n d s o m e t i m e s 

even u n r e a l . 

•phe p o w e r w h i c h s e e m s to e m e r g e by the recurrent u s e 

of the c a t a p h o r i c "it" is e n h a n c e d by "he" w h i c h is a l s o u s e d 

c a t a p h o r i c a l l y a p p r o x i m a t e l y f o r t y - f o u r t i m e s . A s m u c h as the 

i n c i d e n c e of the s e c o n d i n c r e a s e s , that of the first d i m i n i s h e s . 

In f a c t , b o t h p r o n o u n s h a v e the same f u n c t i o n , i . e . , to p e r f o r m 

a v e r y s p e c i f i c r o l e in t e r m s of u n i t y e x p r e s s e d b y m e a n s of 

c a t a p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e w h i c h is p e r f e c t l y p o s s i b l e in a l i t e r a r y 

c o n t e x t and p r o v o k e s a f l o w of e n v e l o p i n g d o u b l e v a g u e n e s s : in 

r e l a t i o n to the f a s c i n a t i n g n e w w o r l d , and to the m y s t e r i o u s 

c h a r a c t e r . T h e d i a g r a m b e l o w s e e m s to j u s t i f y o u r p o i n t of v i e w : 
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T h e i m p o r t a n c e of F i g u r e O n e c a n be s e e n f r o m two 

d i f f e r e n t p e r s p e c t i v e s . F i r s t l y to g i v e t h e r e a d e r a g e n e r a l idea 

of the p l o t of the s h o r t s t o r y . C i r c l e o n e is a p i c t u r e of P a u l ' s 

r e a l w o r l d , to w h i c h h i s m o t h e r , f a t h e r , M i s s B u e l l , D e i r d r e , h i s 

c l a s s m a t e s and a l l t e r r e s t r i a l e l e m e n t s b e l o n g . T h e o v e r l a p p i n g 

area d e p i c t s the t r a n s i t i o n from o n e w o r l d to t h e o t h e r w h i c h 

is not c l e a r , n o t e v e n in P a u l ' s m i n d . It a l s o r e p r e s e n t s h i s 

f e e l i n g s ; d o u b t s , h e s i t a t i o n s , t r o u b l e s and o t h e r c o n c e r n s . T h e 

third a r e a i l l u s t r a t e s h i s i n n e r s a t i s f a c t i o n - a d e c i s i v e posture, 

a q u i t e c o m p l e t e i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h f a n t a s y . T h i s w o r l d of f a n t a s y 

s e e m i n g l y a n n o u n c e d b y the p o s t m a n , i s P a u l ' s o w n c r e a t i o n and 

r e p r e s e n t s s o m e t h i n g v e r y c l o s e to c o m p l e t e p e r s o n a l f u l f i l l m e n t , 
i

 1 

It a s s u m e s a c l e a r c o n t o u r o n l y w h e n the c a t a p h o r i c e l e m e n t s become 

a n a p h o r i c . i 

S e c o n d , e l a b o r a t i n g on i d e a s a l r e a d y h i n t e d a t , t h e 

w h o l e s i t u a t i o n c o u l d b e seen as an a n s w e r to two q u e s t i o n s . H o w 

c o u l d t h e s e c o h e s i v e i t e m s ("it" " h e " ) , b e i n t e r p r e t e d ? H o w c a n 

the c a t e g o r i z a t i o n of o t h e r e l e m e n t s such as " h i s " , "its" "him" 

"himself" as c a t a p h o r i c i t e m s i n s t e a d of a n a p h o r i c o n e s be 

e x p l a i n e d ? A s we h a v e s a i d , t h e c a t a p h o r i c r e l a t i o n r e s t r i c t e d 

to "it" and "he" d o e s n o t p r o v i d e the r e a d e r w i t h an a c c e p t a b l e 

l e v e l of s a t i s f a c t i o n in t e r m s of w h a t h e or she t h i n k s the i t e m s 

r e f e r t o . In t h i s w a y t h e y t r a n s f e r to the r e m a i n i n g p r o n o u n 

( " h i s " , " h i m " , " i t s " , e t c . ) t h e i r i n h e r e n t s t a t e of b e i n g 

c a t a p h o r i c , at l e a s t p a r t i a l l y . On the o t h e r h a n d , the s h o r t 

story c o n t a i n s c e r t a i n l i n g u i s t i c f e a t u r e s w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e to 

its t o t a l u n i t y and g i v e it t e x t u r e . T h e s e i n c l u d e t h e " s i l e n t snow, 

the s e c r e t s n o w " , ( p a r a g r a p h 18) and " P a u l H a s l e m a n " , ( p a r a g r a p h 

2 0 ) r e f e r r i n g to "it" and "he" r e s p e c t i v e l y . T h e o t h e r p r o n o u n s 

i n c l u d i n g " i t s " , " h i s " , " h i m " , " h i m s e l f " , at f i r s t s i g h t anaphoric 
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by v i r t u e of their c o r e f e r e n t i a l i t y , a l s o load the s e n t e n c e s w i t h 

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s w h i c h a r e n o w s a t i s f i e d in 

relation to b o t h p r o n o u n s . T h e c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n "he" 

and "Paul H a s l e m a n " p r o v i d e s the text w i t h t e x t u r e . T h u s the 

m e a n i n g lies in the fact t h a t t h e y r e f e r to the same t h i n g and 

the level of c o m p r e h e n s i o n a m o n g them is h i g h l y s a t i s f a c t o r y . T h i s 

is n o t , on the o t h e r h a n d , the c a s e of "it" b e c a u s e i t d o e s not 

refer f o r w a r d to " - - t h e s i l e n t s n o w , s e c r e t snow" b u t o n l y • t o . a 

series of o c c u r r e n c e s and o t h e r e v e n t s t h r o u g h o u t the s h o r t s t o r y . 

S u m m i n g u p , this set of c o h e s i v e i t e m s , u s e d cataphorically 

in this first p a r t , c h a r a c t e r i z e s , in a g r a d u a l , e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g 

w a y , the p r e d o m i n a n t m y s t e r y of the short s t o r y . E v e n the c a s e s 

of d i v o r c e m e n t i m p o s e d b y the c a t a p h o r i c i t e m s w h i c h o c c u r on a 

large s c a l e seem to c o r r o b o r a t e the idea of v a g u e n e s s . In fact 

the p r o n o u n "he" d o e s n o t fade f r o m short-term m e m o r y b e c a u s e of 

its c o n s t a n t r e p e t i t i o n . It d o e s n o t , t h e r e f o r e , r e d u c e the chance 

of l i n k a g e b e t w e e n the b e g i n n i n g and the end of the t i e . In f a c t , 

n i n e t e e n p a r a g r a p h s s e p a r a t e the f i r s t r e f e r e n t f r o m its 

cooreferent, b u t as "he" and o t h e r p r o n o u n s ("his" is r e p e a t e d 18 

t i m e s ) a p p e a r m o r e than 43 t i m e s . E a c h time it is u s e d , t h e 

d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n b o t h r e f e r e n t and c o r e f e r e n t b e c o m e s m u c h shorter, 

c o n s e q u e n t l y , m u c h c l o s e r to a t o t a l , s a t i s f a c t o r y , i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

of the t o t a l m e s s a g e by the r e a d e r . H o w e v e r , P a u l ' s a n x i e t i e s 

r e g a r d i n g the two w o r l d s c o n t i n u e . He h e s i t a t e s and a l l his 

f i c k l e n e s s c o n t r i b u t e s d e f i n i t i v e l y to m a i n t a i n the c o n s i s t e n c y 

and e x i s t e n c e of h a z i n e s s n o t o n l y irt the f i r s t p a r t b u t u n t i l 

the v e r y end of the short s t o r y . 

In o r d e r to c l a r i f y , in a m o r e s a t i s f a c t o r y w a y , the 

p r e s e n t a r g u m e n t w i t h r e g a r d to c a t a p h o r i c "he" and its implication, 

the set of s e n t e n c e s b e l o w p r o v i d e a p i c t u r e of h o w "he" ("his", 
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" h i m " , " h i m s e l f " ) f i l l s the first p a r t of the s h o r t s t o r y conveying 

p e r f e c t l y t h e p r e d o m i n a n c e of the p e c u l i a r v a g u e n e s s in the 

f o l l o w i n g l i t e r a r y c o n t e x t u a l i z a t i o n and r e s p e c t i v e q u o t a t i o n s : 
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T h e first i n s t a n c e of "he" as c a t a p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e o c c u r s 

in the o p e n i n g .lines of the n a r r a t i v e : 

Just why it should have h a p p e n e d , or why i it 

should have h a p p e n e d just when it d i d , h_e ? 

could n o t , of c o u r s e , p o s s i b l y have said; 

* 
( p a r a g r a p h 1) 

Or w h e n the w r i t e r r e f l e c t s on w h a t it c o u l d m e a n to 

him : 

as if it were anyone of t h e s e , he^,. c a r r i e d 

around with h i n^ e v e r y w h e r e a warm and p e r s i s t e n t 

and i n c r e a s i n g l y b e a u t i f u l sense of p o s s e s s i o n . 

( p a r a g r a p h 1) 

W h e n the s e n s a t i o n of a c o m p l e t e e s c a p e a p p e a r s for t h e , 

first t i m e : 

It was as if, in some d e l i g h t f u l w a y , h i ŝ  

secret gave h i m^ a f o r t r e s s , a w a l l b e h i n d w h i c h 

he,, could r e t r e a t into h e a v e n l y s e c l u s i o n . 

( p a r a g r a p h 1) 

In the c l a s s r o o m , ¡Paul b r i n g s b a c k to h i s m i n d n o t the 

t r o p i c a l r e g i o n w h i c h is b e i n g d i s c u s s e d b u t the A r c t i c And 

A n t a r c t i c r e g i o n s the p e r f e c t s e t t i n g s for his p s y c h o l o g i c a l e s c a p e . 

In the g e n e r a l l a u g h t e r , h e >d i d not s h a r e , or 

only a very l i t t l e . _H e > w a s t h i n k i n g about the 

A r c t i c and A n t a r c t i c r e g i o n s . . . ( p a r a g r a p h 5) 

* The arrows i n d i c a t e the d i r e c t i o n in which the s a t i s f a c t i o n of 

all i terns can be f o u n d . 
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He c o n t i n u e s by e v o k i n g the f i r s t m o m e n t s wheni 

e v e r y t h i n g s t a r t e d : 

H o w e v e r , w i t h o u t c e a s i n g to listen to /Miss 

B u e l l , who had now moved up to the ¡north 

t e m p e r a t e z o n e s , h ̂  d e l i b e r a t e l y invited h i g 

m e m o r y of the first m o r n i n g , ( p a r a g r a p h 6) 

W h e n t h e m e s s e n g e r from the r e a l w o r l d is r e m e m b e r e d 

for the first time: 

S u d d e n l y , for no r e a s o n , h_e had t h o u g h t of the 

p o s t m a n , he^ r e m e m b e r e d the p o s t m a n , ( p a r a g r a p h 6) 

W h e n t h i n k i n g a b o u t the first m o r n i n g : 

All this t i m e , of c o u r s e (while he? lay in b e d ) ,
1 

he^ had kept his, eyes c l o s e d . . . ( p a r a g r a p h 11) 

W h e n he s h o w s s u r p r i s e for the s n o w w h i c h d i d n o t c o m e : 

Q u e e r , the e f f e c t this e x t r a o r d i n a r y s u r p r i s e 

had upon h i ir̂  - all the f o l l o w i n g m o r n i n g he > 

had kept with h i m> a sense of snow f a l l i n g 

about h i m^, a secret screen of new snow b e t w e e n 

himself^ and the w o r l d , ( p a r a g r a p h 12) 

W h e n he is e f f e c t i v e l y a w a r e of h i s p o s s e s s i o n : 

This w a s , after a l l , only what he had e x p e c t e d . 

It was even what "pleased h i n^ w h a t r e w a r d e d h i ny 

the thing was h x s„ o w n , b e l o n g e d to no one e l s e . 

( p a r a g r a p h 16) 
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Or w h e n r e f l e c t i n g on the c o n s e q u e n c e s of h i s c o n f l i c t 

w i t h the r e a l w o r l d : 

Eje* had a c u r i o u s s w e l l i n g on h i s., left cheek-

p e r h a p s s o m e b o d y had k i c k e d him^, or a stone had 

struck h iia, ( p a r a g r a p h 18) 

At l a s t , w h e n "he" c o n f r o n t s P a u l H a s l e m a n : 

It was as if he,, were trying to lead a d o u b l e 

l i f e . ( p a r a g r a p h 20) 

On the other hand hey had to be Paul H a s l e m a n , 

and keep up the a p p e a r a n c e of b e i n g that p e r s o n 

-dr'ess, w a s h , and a n s w e r i n t e l l i g e n t l y w h e n 

spoken to on the o t h e r , he > had to e x p l o r e 

this new world w h i c h had been opened to hiii^. 

( p a r a g r a p h 20) 

T h i s s e l e c t i o n of c a t a p h o r i c i t e m s f u n c t i o n s t r i p a r t i t e l y 

in t e r m s of r e l e v a n c e : t h e y c o n t a i n the 'remotest t i e '
1
^ ("he" 

11 

p a r a g r a p h 1); the m o s t ' i m m e d i a t e ' one (..."he had to be P a u l 

H a s l e m a n , ..." p a r a g r a p h 20) and the first i m m e d i a t e a n a p h o r i c 

one as w e l l ("he h a d to e x p l o r e . . . " p a r a g r a p h 20) w h i c h w i l l be 

d i s c u s s e d in the n e x t t a b l e . 

T h e r e m a i n i n g p e r s o n a l s ( " h e " , " h i m " , "his"; " i t " , " i t s " ) 12 

c o n s t i t u t e the s o - c a l l e d "mediating' ties since t h e y m e d i a t e
 x 

b e t w e e n the first "he" and "Paul H a s l e m a n " ; the first "it" and 

"Silent S n o w , S e c r e t Snow" r e s p e c t i v e l y . 



NOTES 

M e d i a t i n g t i e s a r e a l l p o s s i b l e t i e s (he, h i s , h i m , e t c ) 

found b e t w e e n the r e f e r e n t and i t s ' C o r e f e r e n t (Notes - p . 4 0 ) 

W I L L I A M S , R a y . T e a c h i n q the r e c o g n i t i o n of c o h e s i v e t i e s . 

R e a d i n g ip—a~ f o r e i g n /language, 1(1): 3 5 - 5 2 , Mar.. 1 9 8 3 . 

! 

The c a s e of " d o " , as it o c c u r s in s p o k e n or r e c o r d è d 

d i a l o g u e s , b e l o n g s to a p h o n o l o g i c a l s t u d y i n v o l v i n g rhythm 

j 
and o t h e r feature's a l s o r e l a t e d to s o u n d . T h e r e f o r e , it 

d o e s n o t b e l o n g to o u r a n a l y s i s of g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n in 
I i i -
I 

a w r i t t e n t e x t . 

H A L L I D A Y , M . A . K . ; H A S A N , R u q a i y a . C o h e s i o n in E n g l i s h ¿.London, 

L o n g m a n , 1 9 7 7 , p . 1 3 4 . 

H A L L I D A Y , (p. 1 4 5 ) . 

H A L L I D A Y , p p . 2 7 8 , 2 7 9 ; 3 1 8 , 3 1 9 . 

H A L L I D A Y , p . 1 4 2 . 

A I K E N , C o n r a d . " S i l e n t S n o w , S e c r e t S n o w " . In: C R A N E , M i l t o n , 

e d . F i f t y g r e a t A m e r i c a n s h o r t s t o r i e s . 14 e d . N e w Y o r k , 
« 

B a n t a m B o o k , 1 9 6 5 , p . 2 3 6 , p a r a g r a p h 1 8 . A l l the o t h e r 

r e f e r e n c e s to the s h o r t s t o r y " S i l e n t S n o w , S e c r e t Snow" 

w i l l b e d o c u m e n t e d a f t e r the q u o t a t i o n s , in the b o d y of 

the p a p e r , and w i l l r e f e r t o the p a r a g r a p h s of t h e s h o r t 

s t o r y . A l l the e m p h a s i s is m i n e . 



9 . H A L L I D A Y , p . 3 3 1 . R e m o t e n e s s or r e m o t e tie is e q u i v a l e n t to 

d i v o r c e m e n t . 

1 0 . H A L L I D A Y , p . 3 3 0 , see n o t e 9 . 

1 1 . H A L L I D A Y , p . 3 3 1 , w h e n b o t h t i e s a r e v e r y c l o s e l y t o g e t h e r . 

1 2 . H A L L I D A Y , p . 3 3 0 . 
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2 . 1 . - A n a l y s i s and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of T a b l e T w o 

T h e c o n t e n t of- t h i s t a b l e is p u r e l y a n a p h o r i c and l e a d s 

the r e a d e r into c l o s e c o n t a c t w i t h the m i n o r c h a r a c t e r s of the 

short s t o r y . S i n c e the r e f e r e n c e s are a n a p h o r i c , a l l the b o n d s 

set u p a r e i m m e d i a t e l y r e c o g n i s e d and p r o c e s s e d . T h e n e t r e s u l t 

of this c a r e f u l s e l e c t i o n is that the r e a d e r , s p e c i f i c a l l y in the 

c a s e of the F L - r e a d e r , c a n e a s i l y i d e n t i f y the r e f e r e n t i a l cohesive 

ties (since the two e n d s of the t i e s a p p e a r f r e q u e n t l y c l o s e ) as 

in the p a s s a g e b e l o w : 

Miss B u e l l was r e v o l v i n g with one 

f i n g e r , s l o w l y , a huge t e r r e s t r i a l 

globe w h i c h had. been placed on her-

d e s k . ( p a r a g r a p h 1) 

T h i s f i r s t i n s t a n c e of a n a p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e r e p r e s e n t s , 

a b o v e a l l , a v e r y c l e a r o c c u r r e n c e of a p a i r of c o h e s i v e l y related 

items; in o t h e r w o r d s , the tie is a l r e a d y d e t e r m i n e d . s T h e relation 

b e t w e e n "her" and "Miss B u e l l " c o n s t i t u t e s the t i e . 

T h e set of q u o t a t i o n s w h i c h follows w a s n o t c h o s e n at 

r a n d o m f r o m the s h o r t s t o r y . T h e y w e r e c a r e f u l l y s e l e c t e d b e c a u s e 

t h e y h a v e s o m e t h i n g in c o m m o n , w h i c h b e c o m e s o b v i o u s as w e discuss 

each e x a m p l e in t u r n . T h e s i m i l a r i t y t h e y a l l p o s s e s s can be 

summed u p b y s a y i n g t h a t and the e x a m p l e s a r e r e a l i z e d by sentences 

or e n c o d e d in s e n t e n c e s . T h e y c o n t a i n the r e s o u r c e s E n g l i s h has 

for c r e a t i n g t e x t u r e , e . g . , the l i n g u i s t i c f e a t u r e s p r e s e n t in 

t h e m can b e i d e n t i f i e d as contributing to t h e i r t o t a l u n i t y t h r o u g h \ 

a d o u b l e o c c u r r e n c e , the r e f e r r i n g item and the item t h a t it 

r e f e r s t o , a l l o w i n g the d o u b l e m e a n i n g . In o t h e r w o r d s c o h e s i v e 



r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n the b e g i n n i n g of the tie and its end r e f e r to 

the same t h i n g , t h e r e f o r e they are i d e n t i c a l in r e f e r e n c e , or 

c o r e f e r e n t i a l . It is t h i s c o r e f e r e n t i a l i t y w h i c h c r e a t e s t e x t u r e . 

For e x a m p l e , w h e n P a u l m a k e s an e f f o r t to s h o w the 

i m p o r t a n c e of h i s s e c r e t by m e a n s of s i m i l e ; the q u o t a t i o n includes 

a n a p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e . 

It was like a p e c u l i a r l y b e a u t i f u l t r i n k e t to 

be carried u n m e n t i o n e d in o n e ' s t r o u s e r - p o c k e t -

rare s t a m p , and old c o i n , a few tiny gold links 

found trodden out of shape on the path in the 

p a r k , a pebble of c a r n e l i a n , ; : a . sea J shell 

d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e from all others by an u n u s u a l 

spot or stripe - a n d , as if it were a n y o n e of 

t h e s e , he carried around with h i m . . . ( p a r a g r a p h 

A v i e w of the s e t t i n g w h e r e he t a k e s the f i r s t f l i g h t 

t o w a r d s h i s w o r l d of f a n t a s y - the c l a s s r o o m : 

D e i r d r e , who had a funny little c o n s t e l l a t i o n 

of f r e c k l e s on the back of her n e c k , e x a c t l y 

like the Big D i p p e r , was s t a n d i n g up and 

telling Miss Buell that the e q u a t o r was the 

line that ran round the m i d d l e , ( p a r a g r a p h 1) 
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An a m u s i n g a r g u m e n t a b o u t w h a t s o m e b o d y s a i d : 

Ah! I s e e . The earth is w e a r i n g a b e l t , or a 

s a s h . Or s o m e o n e drew a line round i t! 

( p a r a g r a p h 3 ) 

An i n s t a n c e of h i s t h o u g h t s a f t e r P a u l g o e s b a c k to 

that D e c e m b e r m o r n i n g w h e r e "the t h i n g " h a p p e n e d for the f i r s t 

t ime : 

After a l l , he heard the p o s t m a n a l m o s t every 

m o r n i n g in his "life - his heavy b o o t s could be 

h e a r d . . . ( p a r a g r a p h 6) 

C o n v e r s e l y the c o u n t e r p l a y of r e a l i t y and f a n t a s y d u e 

to the fact that he is l i v i n g a d o u b l e l i f e . At the m o m e n t , h i s 

e x p e r i e n c e in h i s own w o r l d is q u i t e b r o a d and the f i r s t c l e a r 

m e s s a g e c o m e s to the s u r f a c e : 

he had for some reason
 1
 w a i t e d for t h g ^ p o s t m a n 

He w a n t e d to hear him c o m e j o u n d the c o r n e r . 

And that w a r e C i s e l y the 'j o k e - he never d i d . 

the ever had come r o u n d 

c o r n e r - a g a i n . For when at lasjt t.h-efsteps w e r e 

h e a r d , they 'had a l r e a d y , he was quite sure; come 

a little down the h i l l , to the first h o u s e ; and 

* All r e c u r r e n t "he" not u n d e r l i n e d are c a t a p h o r i c thus r e f e r r i n g 

forward to Paul Hasleman. 
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T h e r e l e v a n c e of the e x a m p l e s a b o v e lies f u n d a m e n t a l l y 

in the fact that t h e y r e f e r to d i s t i n c t c o m p o n e n t s of the first 

p a r t of the s h o r t s t o r y . F r o m t h e s e e x a m p l e s two important a s p e c t s 

c a n b e d e t e c t e d : the f i r s t r e f e r s to p r e d o m i n a n t p e r s o n a l 

r e f e r e n c e . T h e s e c o n d , to a m i x t u r e of a n a p h o r a ; iwithin a 

c a t a p h o r i c c o n t e x t w h i c h is a n y t h i n g b u t the i n c l u s i o n > of 

p e r i p h e r i c a ! e l e m e n t s in t h e s h o r t s t o r y . 

F o l l o w i n g 

perceilve h o w the r 

the s u p p o s e d and t 

the d i r e c t i o n s I of the a r r o w s , c h i c a n e i can 

eiatiion of c o h e s i o n is set u p . T h e r e f o r e b o t h 

i 1 ! ' ¡ ! 1 . I ' 
he p r e s u p p o s e d e l e m e n t s i n t e r a c t h a r m o n i o u s l y 

i 

- j o n e i n t e r p r e t s t h e o t h e r . In t h i s w a y , w e h a v e in t h e f i r s t 

¡quotation jthe d e m o n s t r a t i v e " t h e s ë " p r e s u p p o s i n g for its 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o m e t h i n g o t h e r t h a n i t s e l f . Such a ! r e q u i r e m e n t 
! I ., !Sl i I ; 

'|is¡,met b y : 
'• I j! 

"a p e c u l i a r l y b e a u t i f u l t r i n k e t " , 

"a r a r e s t a m p " , 

"old c o i n " , 

"a few t i n y g o l d l i n k s " , 

"a p e b b l e of c a r n e l i a n , and 

"a sea s h e l l " . 

in the p r e c e d i n g s e n t e n c e . In the q u o t a t i o n a b o u t D e i r d r e , texture 

is a l s o a t t a i n e d . T h e u n i f y i n g r e l a t i o n is d e t e r m i n e d b y "her" 

w h i c h m e a n s " D e i r d r e and v i c e v e r s a . In the q u o t a t i o n w h e r e 

D e i r d r e s a y s that "the e a r t h is w e a r i n g a b e l t " , b o t h s e n t e n c e s 

h a n g t o g e t h e r to f o r m a t e x t , "rt" p r e s u p p o s e s "the e a r t h " and 

p r o v i d e s c o h e s i o n b e t w e e n s e n t e n c e s , t h e r e f o r e c r e a t i n g t e x t u r e 

as w e l l . 



In the last two q u o t a t i o n s , the p o s s e s s i v e d e t e r m i n e r 

"his" p r o v i d e s a link w i t h the p r e c e d i n g p o r t i o n of the t e x t . T h e 

f u n c t i o n of third p e r s o n f o r m , e . g . , h a s a c u m u l a t i v e l y a n a p h o r i c 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . The o c c u r r e n c e of the "the p o s t m a n " in the first 

s e n t e n c e m a y b e f o l l o w e d b y a c o n s i d e r a b l y l a r g e n u m b e r :í of 

o c c u r r e n c e s of " h i s " , " h i m " , "he", " t h e y " , " t h e m " , b y r e f e r e n c e 

to "the steps" and "it" to "the r h y t h m of t h e m " . It is c l e a r t h a t 

the s e n t e n c e is s t r u c t u r e d to c r e a t e a k i n d of n e t w o r k of l i n e s 

of r e f e r e n c e . 

C o n s i d e r i n g o n l y the last q u o t a t i o n (p. 4 8 ) , as the 

a r r o w s i n d i c a t e , the a n a p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e l a r g e l y p r e d o m i n a t e s . 

T h o u g h v e r y l o n g , c o m p a r e d to e a r l i e r q u o t a t i o n s , n o 

i n s t a n c e of d i v o r c e m e n t c a n be d e t e c t e d . S u m m i m g „ up,: t h i s 

e x e m p l i f i e s f o u r d i s t i n c t c o h e s i v e b l o c k s of a n a p h o r i c i t e m s . 

T h e w h o l e q u o t a t i o n is rich in t e x t u r e , b e c a u s e t h e 

n e t w o r k of l i n e s of r e f e r e n c e is i m m e d i a t e l y r e c o g n i s a b l e . E v e n 

m o r e , all c o r e f e r e n t i t e m s i n t e r a c t w i t h the b e g i n n i n g of the 

t i e . T h u s w e h a v e : 

* L e a v i n g the c o n t e x t of the short story for a w h i l e , we may refle 

upon the e x a m p l e s p r e s e n t e d b e l o w , which show the c u m u l a t i v e 

f u n c t i o n s of p r o n o u n s and G e n i t i v e cases: 
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the p o s t m a n " 

"him" "he" "he" "he" 

"his steps" (1st time they are r e f e r r e d to) 

"they" 

" h i s steps" (2nd time they are r e f e r r e d to) 

"they" "they" "them" 

"theX" "them" 

" t h e r h y t h m of h i s steps" 

î Î r Î tl • <• II -
 1
 • ti II -j . M II ̂  . II it" "it" "it" 'kit' 

S u r p r i s i n g l y t h e p r e v a i l i n g meaning- r e l a t i o n e x p r e s s e d 

m a k e s t h i s p a r t of t h e text p o t e n t i a l l y a n a p h o r i c by m e a n s of 

p e r s o n a l r e f e r e n c e . T h o u g h v a r y i n g from 3rd p e r s o n s i n g u l a r ("him" , 

" s h e " , "it") to 3 rd p e r s o n p l u r a l (" t h e y , "them" ) , one c a n 

o b s e r v e t h a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e tie ("the p o s t m a n " ) m a y b e 

c o n s i d e r e d t o c o n t i n u e w i t h o u t a l t e r a t i o n b e c a u s e "his steps" 

^ "Tom has b r o u g h t a new c a r " . The f o l l o w i n g o c c u r r e n c e s refer to 

the original' T o m , a. H_e has b r o u g h t a new car ; b . His car is n e w ; 

c . T h i s is n o t my c a r , but hi s ; d. T o m ' s car is n e w ; e. T h a t n e w 

car is T o m ' s . Thus we can see that each o c c u r r e n c e (from "a" to 

" e" ) i n c l u d e s the i n i t i a l r e f e r e n c e and g i v e s the text its t e x t u r e . 



a l r e a d y i m p l i e s an a n a p h o r i c r e f e r e n t to "the p o s t m a n " . F i n a l l y , 

each c o h e s i v e set of s e n t e n c e s , in a d d i t i o n to h a v i n g s t r u c t u r a l 

i n t e g r a t i o n a m o n g the p a r t s , f u n c t i o n s as a u n i t y w i t h r e g a r d to 

its e n v i r o n m e n t . In o t h e r w o r d s , the last q u o t a t i o n l e a v e s n o 

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n w i t h o u t c o m p l e t e s a t i s f a c t i o n - the p o t e n t i a l 

t a r g e t item "the p o s t a m a n " in the first s e n t e n c e i s , in o n e w a y 

or a n o t h e r , s i g n a l l e d b y the p r e v a i l i n g c o r e f e r e n t i a l i t y in the 

o t h e r s e n t e n c e s . 

F i n a l l y it s h o u l d be m e n t i o n e d t h a t the p r e s e n c e of 

all a n a p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e s in this f i r s t p a r t of the s h o r t s t o r y 

i m p o s e s a k i n d of i m m e d i a c y in t e r m s of r e c o g n i t i o n on the p a r t 

of the r e a d e r as a r e s u l t of the c l a r i t y of the t e x t . 



53 

[ <-' 301 00 m 01 Zi «O - <T - <7\ co CN CM 
r-l r-W m 

mXJO is STl[l (| 

S pjOrt 
uSUTSTD-I0X3u 

«oiis aip 30 
puno s aqtï 

I 
lri0 530p aqj M 

Í 

l(UEiinsod aq3(, m -

|,SS3J8O j'd 
jo Bapi,, 

I—l CM CN 

en 
S 
w 

Msaoqs siqi( 

o i—1 c¿ 

Mq3CAEJ3 -a 
E T [ amy ' S Jty, -

o 
:c CL, 
'z. < 

3SB0S Da ̂  - -

^jpitaq u - i 

' w
s
 m 3,. - - CN - -

qjoq 
JO 

,,.i3it[i? 3M' jaiî ouî  - r<j <r -
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3 . 1 . - A n a l y s i s and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of T a b l e T h r e e 

A c u r s o r y g l a n c e at T a b l e T h r e e w i l l c o n f i r m two 

i m p o r t a n t f a c t s : some p a r a g r a p s (21, 22, 32, 33, 3 4 , 3 6 , 6 9 , 7 4 , 

9 2 , 1 0 7 , 112) c o n t a i n a r e m a r k a b l e n u m b e r of a n a p h o r i c i t e m s -

m o r e than ten in e a c h , w h i l e the r e m a i n i n g p a r a g r a p h s c o n t a i n 

s o m e w h a t less than t e n . T h i s d i f f e r e n c e m i g h t be e x p l a i n e d b y 

a n a l y s i n g the p a r a g r a p h s in t e r m s of c o n t e n t and f o r m . We find 

a m o n g t h e s e p a r a g r a p h s w i t h less c o h e s i v e t i e s , t h e s e w h i c h b u i l d 

u p the s e t t i n g of the s h o r t story and w h e r e d i a l o g u e o c c u r s . 

Theri came the gateway with the two posts 

s u r m o u n t e d by e g g - s h a p p e d stones w h i c h had been 

c u n n i n g l y b a l a n c e d on their e n d s , as if by 

C o l u m b u s and m o r t a r e d in the very act of 

b a l a n c e : a source of p e r p e t u a l w o n d e r . On the 

brick wall just b e y o n d , the letter H had been 

s t e n c i l e d , p r e s u m a b l y for some p u r p o s e . 

( p a r a g r a p h 28) 

As we c a n s e e , w i t h i n the d e s c r i p t i o n of the s e t t i n g , 

the o c c u r r e n c e of c o h e s i v e t i e s d i m i n i s h e s c o n s i d e r a b l y . 

The s e c o n d a s p e c t w h e r e c o h e s i v e t i e s b e c o m e 

n o t i c e a b l e for t h e i r a b s e n c e occurs in s e v e r a l p a s s a g e s of 

d i a l o g u e s a m o n g P a u l , h i s p a r e n t s and the d o c t o r , e . g . : 

- Now w i l l you please say 'Ah!'? ( p a r a g r a p h 41) 

- 'Ah!' ( p a r a g r a p h 42) 

- Now again p l e a s e , if you d o n ' t m i n d , ( p a r a g r a p h 

43) 

- N o w , young m a n , tell me - do you feel all 

right? ( p a r a g r a p h 52) 

- Y e s , s i r , quite all right? ( p a r a g r a p h 53) 

- But are you s u r e , my boy? ( p a r a g r a p h 71) 
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- Why n o , I'm not w o r r i e d - why should I b e ? -

(par agr aph 7 5) 

- Yes s i r , 1 k o n w . But why? I'm all r i g h t . I'm 

just thinking, that's a l l . ( p a r a g r a p h 83) 

- You can go as soon as the doctor has f i n i s h d . 

( p a r a g r a p h 104) 

In t h e s e d i a l o g u e e n t r i e s n o n e of the o c c u r r e n c e s of 

p e r s o n a l f o r m s ( " y o u " , " m e " , "I") a r e a n a p h o r i c . T h e r e f e r e n c e 

in the q u o t a t i o n s a b o v e can o n l y be i n t e r p r e t e d in r e l a t i o n to 

the c o n t e x t of s i t u a t i o n , thus t h e i r o c c u r r e n c e is e x o p h o r i c . 

S i n c e e x o p h o r i c r e f e r e n c e d o e s n o t c o n s t i t u t e a c o h e s i v e t i e , 

they h a v e b e e n o m i t t e d from t h i s s t u d y . 

M o s t of the d a t a p r e s e n t e d in T a b l e T h r e e d o n o m o r e 

than s u c c e s s f u l l y i n t e g r a t e a l a r g e n u m b e r of a n a p h o r i c r e l a t i o n s 

w h i c h p r e v a i l in t h i s s e c o n d p o r t i o n of " S i l e n t S n o w , S e c r e t S n o w " . 

The l e v e l of c o r e f e r e n t i a l i t y a m o n g the t i e s is e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y 

h i g h , s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h r e g a r d to the p e r s o n a l p r o n o u n s ("he", 

" h i s " , "him" and " h i m s e l f " ) . T h e y m a k e u p a t o t a l of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

two h u n d r e d a n a p h o r i c i t e m s . T h u s n o p r e s u p p o s i t i o n Jis' l e f t 

u n s a t i s f i e d , p r e c i s e l y in v i e w of the m u l t i p l e f u n c t i o n s of t h e 

p e r s o n a l s . T h e s e p e r s o n a l s are g r a m m a t i c a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e for 

e x p r e s s i n g the m o r e g e n e r a l m e a n i n g s , in o p p o s i t i o n to the m o r e 

s p e c i f i c o n e s , w h i c h are e x p r e s s e d b y m e a n s of v o c a b u l a r y and 

b e l o n g to the d o m a i n of l e x i c a l c o h e s i o n . 

Our i n t e n t i o n is no m o r e than to t o u c h u p o n the p r o b l e m 

r e l a t e d to l e x i c a l c o h e s i o n as it a l s o expresses cohesion. m T h e r e 
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is a p e r m a n e n t r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n b o t h a g r a m m a t i c a l i t e m and its 

c o u n t e r p a r t - a l e x i c a l i t e m . B e t w e e n t h e m a c e r t a i n l e v e l of 

d e p e n d e n c e e x i s t s and c a n be e x p l a i n e d in the f o l l o w i n g w a y : a 

l e x i c a l item can be s u b s t i t u t e d by a n o t h e r w o r d , ( s y n o n y m or 

13 

r e p e t i t i o n ) , w h i l e a p e r s o n a l c a n d e p e n d u p o n a n o t h e r p e r s o n a l 

or u p o n a l e x i c a l i t e m . As an e x a m p l e , s u f f i c e to s a y , t h a t , all 

o c c u r r e n c e s of the c a t a p h o r i c "he" and its d e r i v e d f o r m s f r o m the 

first and s e c o n d p a r t s of the short s t o r y a r e , w i t h o u t d o u b t , 

r e s t r i c t e d to o n e s p e c i f i c l e x i c a l i t e m , n a m e l y , " P a u l H a s l e m a n " . 

As a n a t u r a l c o n s e q u e n c e of t h i s , a l l personals c o n t a i n e d in the 

p a s s a g e a r e e x p r e s s e d in the f o l l o w i n g w a y : 

" h e " , " h i s " , " h i m " , " h i m s e l f " P a u l H a s l e m a n " h e " , " h i s " , " h i m " 
: < S | — — " h i m s e l f " 

; c a t a p h o r i c to a n a p h o r i c to 

W h a t e v e r a w r i t e r ' s set of p a r a m e t e r s m i g h t be and 

u n d e r w h a t e v e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s the f u n c t i o n of p e r s o n a l s a r e , w e 

are t r y i n g to f o c u s u p o n t h e i r d o u b l e e q u i v a l e n c e . T h e y a r e b o t h 

c a t a p h o r i c (until the p a r a g r a p h 20) and a n a p h o r i c (from the 

m i d d l e of p a r a g r a p h 20 o n ) . As we h a v e a l r e a d y s t a t e d the 

p o t e n t i a l for any i n s t a n c e of c o h e s i o n lies in the s y s t e m a t i c 

i n s t a n c e s w h i c h the l a n g u a g e i t s e l f o f f e r s to its u s e r s . It is 

a l s o i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t e t h a t the c o r r e c t c h o i c e of l e x i c a l and 

g r a m m a t i c a l i t e m s and the w a y they are s t r u c t u r e d w i l l p r o v i d e 

and d e t e r m i n e the c o h e s i o n b e t w e e n b o t h . T h e e x a m p l e b e l o w w a s 

t a k e n i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r the n a m e o f . P a u l H a s l e m a n w a s u t t e r e d 

for the first t i m e . 



On the one hand he had to be Paul 

H a s l e m a n , and keep up the a p p e a r a n c e 

of b e i n g that p e r s o n - d r e s s , w a s h , and 

answer i n t e l l i g e n t l y when spoken to - ; 

on the other he_ had to e x p l o r e this 

new world which had been opened to 

h i m , ( p a r a g r a p h 20) 

H e r e , b e s i d e s the d o u b l e f u n c t i o n of b o t h p e r s o n a l s , 

"he" "him" (where the s e c o n d r e f e r s b a c k to t h e f i r s t ) n o 

p r o p e r n o u n c a n r e p l a c e " P a u l H a s l e m a n " i n , t h i s c o n t e x t . O n the 

o t h e r h a n d , i n s t e a d ofj " h e " , we c a n r e p l a c e it b y t h e s a m e 

p r o p e r n o u n . In a p a r a l l e l f a s h i o n t h i s q u o t a t i o n is d e e p l y 

m I , ; 
r e m a r k a b l e , for it t r a c e s t h e b o r d e r l i n e b e t w e e n c a t a p h o r a and 

a n a p h o r a , or the p o i n t s h e s and t h e s e c o n d w h e r e t h e f i r s t fini; 

s t a r t s . Of e q u a l relèvjance is the s t a t e of |affairs i n v o l v i n g 

the two t i e s . It is o b v i o u s that the s e l e c t i o n of " P a u l H a s l e m a n " 

(or any c h o i c e in a n o t h e r c o n t e x t ) h a s no c o h e s i v e f o r c e b y 

i t s e l f . T h i s a l s o h a p p e n s to "he" or " h i m " , u n l e s s t h e r e is s o m e 

e x p l i c i t i t e m for it to r e f e r t o . 

T h e u n d e r l i n e d "he" r e f e r s b a c k to " P a u l H a s l e m a n " and 

c o u l d b e m u c h c l o s e r to it s i n c e the first i n s t a n c e of n o m i n a l 

(and v e r b a l ) e l l i p s i s h a d n o t o c c u r r e d in "and k e e p u p . . . " w e 

w o u l d h a v e , and "he h a d to k e e p u p . . . " . T h e p e r s o n a l "he" 

p r o v i d e s the s i m p l e s t f o r m of. p r e s u p p o s i t i o n , r e l a t i n g the 

s e n t e n c e to the p r o p e r n o u n w h i c h i m m e d i a t e l y p r e c e d e s i t . A s 

we h a v e a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , t h i s is c a l l e d an " i m m e d i a t e " t i e . 

T h e last p e r s o n a l "him", h a s the t a r g e t of its p r e s u p p o s i t i o n t h e 

u n d e r l i n e d i n s t a n c e of " h e " . T h i s t y p e , as w e h a v e s e e n , is 

c a l l e d " m e d i a t e d " t i e . T h i s tie is c o n t i n u a l l y u s e d throughout 

the p a r a g r a p h w h i c h f o l l o w s u n t i l the end of t h e 21st p a r a g r a p h . 
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It t h u s c o n s t i t u t e s a n o t a b l e " r e m o t e " tie b y m e a n s of " h i m s e l f " 

and the o t h e r p e r s o n a l s w h i c h p r e c e d e s it and r e a c h e s " P a u l 

H a s l e m a n " , the t a r g e t of a l l p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s : "At w h a t e v e r c o s t 

to h i m s e l f , w h a t e v e r p a i n to o t h e r s " , ( p a r a g r a p h 21) 

A c u r s o r y g l a n c e at T a b l e T h r e e , w o u l d r e v e a l that 

o t h e r e x a m p l e s of the same t y p e s (e.g. i m m e d i a t e , m e d i a t e d and 

r e m o t e t i e s ) c o u l d b e c i t e d to d e m o n s t r a t e the p r e p o n d e r a n c e of 
i 

a n a p h o r i c r e l a t i o n s s p e c i f i c a l l y in the s e c o n d p a r t of t h e s h o r t 

s t o r y . . ' 1 • 1 

In c o n c l u s i o n , c o h e s i o n l i e s in t h i s r e l a t i o n w h i c h is 
i I 

set u p b e t w e e n the p r e s u p p o s e d i t e m s , r e s u l t i n g in t h e i r 

i n t e g r a t i o n w i t h i n a t e x t 





4 . 1 . - A n a l y s i s and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of T a b l e F o u r 

A l t h o u g h the d a t a c o l l e c t e d and p r e s e n t e d in t h i s p a r t 

of the work c o m p r e h e n d s the w h o l e short s t o r y and c o n s i s t s of 

less than t w e n t y i t e m s and t h u s can not be c o m p a r e d to the 

p r e c e d i n g t a b l e s in q u a n t i t y , we w i l l try to e m p h a s i z e its 

s i g n i f i c a n c e at the l e x i c o g r a m m a t i c a l l e v e l or in t e r m s of 

l i n g u i s t i c form (grammar and v o c a b u l a r y ) . A n y l i n g u i s t i c i t e m , 

i n c l u d i n g w o r d s or p h r a s e s , and the r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e m , 

c h a r a c t e r i z e e x a m p l e s of s u b s t i t u t i o n d e t e r m i n i n g at the s a m e 

time the c l a s s of s u b s t i t u t i o n ( n o m i n a l v e r b a l or c l a u s a l ) . A n y 

of these t y p e s i n v o l v e s u b s t i t u t i o n at least b e t w e e n two 

s e n t e n c e s . For e x a m p l e in: 

And all the more b e c a u s e of its e m p t i n e s s it 

occurred, to him to count the h o u s e s - a thing 

w h i c h , oddly e n o u g h , he h a d n ' t b e f o r e t h o u g h t 

of d o i n g . Of c o u r s e , he had k o n w n ( t h e r e 

w e r e n ' t many - m a n y , that i s , on his own side 

of the s t r e e t , w h i c h were the ones that 

figured in the p o s t m a n ' s p r o g r e s s -- ... 

( p a r a g r a p h 34) 

He w a n t e d to hear him come round the c o r n e r . 

And that was p r e c i s e l y the joke - he never d i d . 

( p a r a g r a p h 9 ) 

This part of it was very p u z z l i n g , very puzzlinj 

M o t h e r was very n i c e , and _so.
 w a s

 F a t h e r . 

( p a r a g r a p h 24 ) 

• -i '-i 
* The usage of "1ex i c o g r a m m a t i c a 1" does not imply that we w i l l 

d i s c u s s or a n a l y s e r e i t e r a t i o n , r e p e t i t i o n , s y n o n y m y . 
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Each of the t h r e e q u o t a t i o n s c o n t a i n s a sort of c o u n t e r 

which is u s e d in p l a c e of the r e p e t i t i o n of a p a r t i c u l a r i t e m . 

T h u s , it w o u l d be a b s o l u t e l y p o s s i b l e to r e p l a c e "ones" b y "houses"; 

"did" b y " c a m e " ; and "so" by "very n i c e " ; r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

T h e t h r e e s u b s t i t u t i v e i t e m s ( " o n e s " , "did" and "so") 

d e t e r m i n e a kind of r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h i n the t e x t , or b e t w e e n 

the s e n t e n c e s . T h i s is the f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e w h i c h r u l e s 

s u b s t i t u t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e are o t h e r p e c u l i a r i t i e s concerning 

each t y p e . 

The n o m i n a l s u b s t i t u t e "ones" in the f i r s t q u o t a t i o n 

is c h a r a c t e r i z e d by the f o l l o w i n g p e c u l i a r i t i e s : 

a) it is p r e c e d e d by a m o d i f y i n g e l e m e n t ("the") w h i c h f u n c t i o n s 

as a d e f i n i n g e l e m e n t in the p a r t i c u l a r c o n t e x t ; 

b) it is the c a r r i e r of a l l the i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d in " h o u s e s " 

t h e r e f o r e , e s t a b l i s h i n g the c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n b o t h ; 

c) its p l u r a l f o r m is in p e r f e c t -agreement w i t h the b e g i n n i n g of 

the tie ( " h o u s e s " ) w h i c h is a l s o p l u r a l i z e d . 

2 
d) as a s u b s t i t u t e , it c a r r i e s o v e r o n l y the "Head" " i t s e l f " . 

B u t t h e r e a r e o t h e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s u n d e r w h i c h the 

s u b s t i t u t e "ones" ( " o n e " ) c a n o c c u r . T h i s m e a n s t h a t o t h e r 

p r e m o d i f i e r s c a n p r e c e d e "one" or " a n o t h e r " , w h i l e m a i n t a i n i n g 

its c o n d i t i o n of a n a p h o r i c i t e m , w h e n r e q u i r e d . T h e f o l l o w i n g 

r e l a t i o n of p o s s i b l e o c c u r r e n c e s of the s u b s t i t u t e "one" ( " o n e s " ) 

d e p e n d s u p o n the c o n t e x t , and the u s e r ' s a b i l i t y in l a n g u a g e 

p e r f o r m a n c e . It is important to c l a r i f y that the s u b s t i t u t e "one" 

("ones") is o p t i o n a l , g i v i n g a c h o i c e b e t w e e n s u b s t i t u t i o n and 

e l l i p s i s , and o b l i g a t o r y for the n o m i n a l g r o u p b e c a u s e it c a n n o t 

3 
normally end w i t h a p r e m o d i f i e r ( e p i t h e t : n e w or o l d ) . 
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B e s i d e s t h a t ,another c o n c e p t s h o u l d b e a d d e d , t h a t of 

- . . . . 4 
r e p u d i a t i o n w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g to H a l l i d a y , g i v e s the r e a d e r a 

k i n d of c l u e to the c o m p r e h e n s i o n of s u b s t i t u t i o n b e s i d e s 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g it f r o m e l l i p s i s . T h e idea of r e p u d i a t i o n is 

c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the p i e c e of i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h r e m a i n s in the 

5 
p r e v i o u s i n s t a n c e of a n y a n a p h o r i c c o n t e x t . 

C o n s i d e r i n g the s e c o n d type of s u b s t i t u t i o n , a l t h o u g h 

w e do n o t i n t e n d to d i s c u s s e a c h and e v e r y o c c u r r e n c e , we d o f e e l 

.• . . . I -, ; 
it is i m p o r t a n t to m e n t i o n c e r t a i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s w h i c h are 

! ' : i 
s p e c i f i c to t h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . T o c i t e an • e x a m p l e , t h e 

i 

s u b s t i t u t e d o in M o d e r n E n g l i s h "has f o l l o w e d the a n a l o g y of o n e 

r a t h e r c l o s e l y " . ^
 ! 

C o m p a r i n g the s t r u c t u r e of b o t h n o m i n a l and v e r b a l 
j , jl ^ 1 , 

g r o u p s , w e c a n p e r c e i v e t h a t at least s u p e r f i c i a l l y t h e y a r e v e r y 
;
 ! 'I 

d i f f e r e n t f r o m e a c h o t h e r . T h e l o g i c a l s t r u c t u r e of the v e r b a l 

g r o u p a l s o c o n s i s t s of H e a d and M o d i f i e r and is t y p i c a l of 

a c t i o n , r e l a t i o n or e v e n t . T h e s u b s t i t u t i o n in the v e r b a l g r o u p 

is a c c o m p l i s h e d b y m e a n s of d o w i t h the u s u a l m o r p h o l o g i c a l 

s c a t t e r d o , d o e s , d i d , d o i n g , d o n e . O n l y the f i r s t a n d t h i r d 

f o r m s w i l l be d i s c u s s e d s i n c e the o t h e r s w e r e n o t f o u n d in the 

t e x t . T h e f o l l o w i n g q u o t a t i o n , is t a k e n f r o m the v e r y b e g i n n i n g of 

the short s t o r y and c o n t a i n s an i n s t a n c e of a n a p h o r i c r e l a t i o n . 

H e r e it is p r e c i s e l y t h i s u s e of the s u b s t i t u t e w h i c h p r o v i d e s 

c o h e s i o n : 

Just why it should have h a p p e n e d , o r . w h y it 

should have h a p p e n e d just w h e n it d i d , he could 

n o t , of c o u r s e , p o s s i b l y have said; nor p e r h a p s 

could it even have o c c u r r e d to him to a s k . 

( p a r a g r a p h 1) 



T h e i m p l i c a t i o n i m p o s e d by the v e r b a l s u b s t i t u t e "did" 

e x t e n d s a c r o s s s e n t e n c e b o u n d a r i e s . It s u b s t i t u t e s for " s h o u l d 

have h a p p e n e d " , and t h u s s e r v e s to link the two s e n t e n c e s by 

a n a p h o r a and in so d o i n g r e c o v e r i n g the n e c e s s a r y i n f o r m a t i o n from 

the p r e v i o u s s e n t e n c e . Such a p h e n o m e n o n is s o m e w h a t c o m p l e x w h e n 

"so" f o l l o w s the s u b s t i t u t e "do" or d i d as we w i l l see in the 

e x a m p l e b e l o w . The c o m p l e x i t y i n v o l v e d is not r e l a t e d to the 

7 

" d o " , w h i c h in H a l l i d a y ' s t h e o r y , is a c c e n t e d and p o s s e s s e s the 

p o t e n t i a l i t y of c a r r y i n g the t o n i c . T h i s is i m p l i e d in the 

r h y t h m i c p a t t e r n s i n v o l v i n g b o t h "do" and "do s o " , and belong's to 

the d o m a i n of p h o n o l o g y w h i c h is not seen as b e l o n g i n g to o u r 

d o m a i n of r e f e r e n c e w i t h i n t h i s s t u d y . 

We d o , h o w e v e r » f i n d it of some i m p o r t a n c e to m a k e a 

q u i c k c o m m e n t on its f u n c t i o n . Its e f f e c t in the c o n t e x t is that 

of e x p l i c i t n e s s . It d o e s , in a d d i t i o n , i n d i c a t e t h a t the v e r b a l 

e l e m e n t w h i c h p r e c e d e s the "so" is the p o i n t of i n f o r m a t i o n . 

T h e r e is a f u r t h e r p o i n t w o r t h c o n s i d e r i n g r e g a r d i n g "j3o" . T h a t 

i s , n a m e l y , that the p r e s e n c e of "as" b e f o r e the v e r b a l 

s u b s t i t u t e "did" in 

He sat down a g a i n , and a s he did s o D e i r d r e 

half turned in her chair and gave him a shy smil 

of a p p r o v a l and a d m i r a t i on ) . ( p a r a g r a p h 22) 

T h i s i m p o s e s the c o n d i t i o n of -the "j5o" of b e i n g o p t i o n a l . It 

t h e r e f o r e g o e s w i t h o u t s a y i n g t h a t in a l i n g u i s t i c e n v i r o n m e n t 

s i m i l a r to the a b o v e , the "so" could' w e l l b e e x c l u d e d from the 

text w i t h o u t c a u s i n g a n y k i n d of m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n or structural 

e r r o r . 

B e f o r e d i s c u s s i n g the c a s e of c l a u s a l s u b s t i t u t i o n , a 

c o m p a r i s o n b e t w e e n n o m i n a l and v e r b a l s u b s t i t u t i o n w o u l d seem 



66 

n e e d e d at t h i s p o i n t , to c l a r i f y our u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the 

d i s t i n c t i o n . "One" ( " o n e s " ) and "do" ("did") f u n c t i o n as H e a d . 

The first is of a n o m i n a l g r o u p and s u b s t i t u t e s a n o u n w h i c h 

was Head of a n o m i n a l g r o u p ; the s e c o n d belongs to a v e r b a l g r o u p 

and s u b s t i t u t e s a v e r b w h i c h was Head of a v e r b a l g r o u p . Depending 

on the w a y the p r e v i o u s s e n t e n c e is s t r u c t u r e d , the "do" c o m e s 

close to f u n c t i o n i n g as a s u b s t i t u t e for an e n t i r e clause.However, 

"do" is not a c l a u s a l s u b s t i t u t e , as "so" is in the f o l l o w i n g 

q u o t a t i o n w h i c h d e p i c t s P a u l ' s i m a g i n a t i v e c r e a t i o n of the 

l a n d s c a p e of h i s w o r l d : 

And even now it must be s n o w i n g - it was going 

to be a snowy day - the long w h i t e ragged lines 

were d r i f t i n g and s i f t i n g across the s t r e e t , 

across the faces 

of the old h o u s e s , w h i s p e r i n g and h u s h i n g , m a k i n g 

little t r i a n g l e s of white in the c o r n e r s b e t w e e n 

c o b b l e s t o n e s , s e e t h i n g a little when the wind 

blew them over the ground to a d r i f t e d c o r n e r ; a n d 

s o it would be all day . . . ( p a r a g r a p h 9) 

T h e s u b s t i t u t i o n , in this c a s e , e x t e n d s o v e r m a n y o t h e r 

e l e m e n t s in the c l a u s e and no c o m p l e m e n t s or a d j u n c t s are 

r e p u d i a t e d . T h u s the c l a u s a l s u b s t i t u t e "so" p r e s u p p o s e s the 

w h o l e of the c l a u s e (from - "the long w h i t e . . . " u n t i l ..."to 

a d r i f t e d c o r n e r ; " ) 

The same e f f e c t c a n be seen in q u e s t i o n / a n s w e r form 

w h i c h m i g h t be i n t e r p r e t e d as a s u b s t i t u t i o n f o r m . In t h i s 

i n s t a n c e the "so" a l s o p r e s u p p o s e s the w h o l e of the c l a u s e t h o u g h 

m u c h s h o r t e r and ' e x p r e s s e d in the form of d i r e c t s p e e c h . 
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It is t a k e n from the i n i t i a l d i a l o g u e b e t w e e n P a u l , h i s p a r e n t s 

and the d o c t o r : 

No h e a d a c h e s ? No d i z z i n e s s ? ( p a r a g r a p h 54) 

N o , I don't think s_o. ( p a r a g r a p h 55) 

As in the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n , the "so" p r e s u p p o s e s the w h o l e of 

the c l a u s e "No h e a d a c h e s ? No d i z z i n e s s ? " w h i c h is e q u i v a l e n t to 

"Dont't y o u h a v e any headaches or d i z z i n e s s ? " . 

There is a n o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r i t y w h i c h c a n be c o n s i d e r e d as p a r t of 

the w h o l e c o n t e x t , n a m e l y the c o n t r a s t i v e e n v i r o n m e n t w h i c h is 

p r o v i d e d by the v e r b '¿think" (in p a r a g r a p h 55) w h i c h is o u t s i d e 

the o r i g i n a l first c l a u s e ("No h e a d a c h e s ? No d i z z i n e s s ? " ) . F i n a l l y , 
I 

this last c l a u s e in the f o r m 0 f a n i n d i v i d u a l ' s s p o k e n r e p o r t w h i c h 

o b v i o u s l y c o r r e s p o n d s to the c o n c e p t of s p e e c h , d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t . 

T h e r e a r e a l s o o t h e r e n v i r o n m e n t s in w h i c h a c c o r d i n g to H a l l i d a y , 

c l a u s a l s u b s t i t u t i o n t a k e s p l a c e and are c o n s i d e r e d in t e r m s of: 

a) m o d a l i t y (or m o d a l s t r u c t u r e ) w h i c h is e x p r e s s e d e i t h e r by 

m o d a l f o r m s of the v e r b s ( " w i l l " , " w o u l d " , " c a n " , " c o u l d " , " m a y " , 

" m i g h t " , " m u s t " , " s h o u l d " , "is t o " , and "ought t o " ) , or by m o d a l 

a d v e r b s ( " p o s s i b l y " , " p r o b a b l y " , " p e r h a p s " , " s u r e l y " , " c e r t a i n l y " ) ; 

b) c o n d i t i o n (or c o n d i t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e ) w h i c h is e x p r e s s e d b y "so" 

and "not" f o l l o w i n g " i f " . F o r m s such as " a s s u m i n g so" and 

g 
" s u p p o s e not" a l s o i m p l y in c o n d i t i o n a l c l a u s e s . 
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NOTES 

1 . A c c o r d i n g to H a l l i d a y (p. 40) "The H e a d " is t y p i c a l l y e x p r e s s e d 

by a c o m m o n n o u n , p r o p e r n o u n or p r o n o u n . U s u a l l y o n l y c o m m o n 

n o u n s a c c e p t m o d i f i c a t i o n , p r o n o u n s and p r o p e r n o u n s t e n d to 

o c c u r a l o n e . 

2. B e l o w y o u w i l l find e x a m p l e s of the o p t i o n a l a n d o b l i g a t o r y 

u s e s of the s u b s t i t u t e "one" ( " o n e s " ) : 

A . O p t i o n a l . 

- G i v e a q u i c k g l a n c e at t h o s e c a r s . . . w h i c h (one) is T o m ' s 

(one)? 

T h e two (ones) a r e T o m ' s ( o n e s ) . 

B . O b l i g a t o r y . 

- M a n y old and' n e w c a r s are in the s h o w r o o m . 

- I w o u l d like to b u y o n l y a n e w o n e . 

- T h i s l i m o u s i n e l o o k s like P a u l ' s old o n e . 

3. H A L L I D A Y , p . 9 3 . 

4 . H O W A R D , p . 241 ( p a r a g r a p h 3 4 ) . 

5. In o t h e r w o r d s , the p a r t of the w h o l e ( r e m a i n d e r ) w h i c h is n o t 

c a r r i e d o v e r h a s to b e r e p u d i a t e d , n o m a t t e r w h a t its c l a s s . 

For e x a m p l e , in 

« 

"They had n o g o l d c o i n s a v a i l a b l e , b u t s i l v e r o n e s " , 

"coins" is c a r r i e d o v e r a n a p h o r i c a l l y , w h i l e "gold" is 

e f f e c t i v e l y left out ( r e p u d i a t e d ) . 

S o m e t i m e s the s u b s t i t u t e "one" ( " o n e s " ) m a y d i f f e r from its 

p r e s u p p o s e d item in n u m b e r , as in the e x a m p l e g i v e n b y H a l l i d a y 

(p. 9 1 ) . 

C h e r r y r i p e , c h e r r y r i p e , ripe I c r y . 

FuJJl and fair ones - come and b u y . 
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W h e n the p r e s u p p o s e d item is a m a s s n o u n , t h e r e is n o 

s u b s t i t u t e f o r m . ( H a l l i d a y , p . 92) 

T h u s e l l i p s i s o c c u r s as in 

T h e r e is l i t t l e m o n e y left in the s a f e . Go to 

the b a n k and get me s o m e . 

The s u b s t i t u t e "one" ("ones") c a n a p p e a r as a subset, ("a 

l e x i c a l or g r a m m a t i c a l set c a s t of w h o s e e l e m e n t s is an e l e m e n t of 

an i n c l u s i v e s e t W H a l l i d a y , p . 93 ) w h i c h a p p e a r s w h e r e n o n e h a d 

been s p e c i f i e d b e f o r e , for e x a m p l e in 

A . H a v e they w r i t t e n a l l t u r n - p a p e r s ? 

B . O n l y the H i s t o r y o n e s . 

F r o m the u s e of "one" ( " o n e s " ) in the list d e s c r i b e d 

a b o v e , we c a n d e d u c e t h a t s u b s t i t u t i o n is u s e d w h e r e r e f e r e n c e is 

not i d e n t i f i e d and the e n t i r e e v i d e n c e of p r e s u p p o s i t i o n is 

e s s e n t i a l l y g r a m m a t i c a l . In a d d i t i o n , t h e r e a r e c a s e s w h e r e an 

o c c a s i o n a l p i e c e of s p e c i f i c a t i o n is a d d e d , s p e c i f i c a l l y in the 

c a s e of " H i s t o r y " w h i c h is now d e s i g n a t e d as a n e w s u b s e t . 

6. H A L L I D A Y , p . 1 1 3 . 

7. H A L L I D A Y , p . 1 1 6 . 

8 . No e x a m p l e of this t y p e of c l a u s e h a s b e e n p r o v i d e d s i n c e they 

w e r e not m a r k e d in the t a b l e u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n ; nor h a v e we 

i n c l u d e d e x a m p l e s of the w p r d "so" m e a n i n g s i m p l y " i n t e n s e l y " , 

as it d o e s not p r o v i d e a n y c o h e s i v e l i n k a g e . 
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5 . 1 . - A n a l y s i s and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of T a b l e F i v e 

T h e c a s e s of e l l i p s i s a r e m o r e f r e q u e n t in t h e s h o r t 

s t o r y than the c a s e s of s u b s t i t u t i o n . 

P a r a d o x i c a l l y e n o u g h , even t h o u g h e l l i p s i s , as the n a m e 

s a y s , m e a n s t h a t o n e or m o r e e l e m e n t s a r e l e f t "unsaid",cohesiveness 

is a l s o a t t a i n e d . We m a y say t h a t t h i s c o h e s i v e n e s s is a t t a i n e d 

by m e a n s of e m p h a s i s on the e l e m e n t t h a t f o l l o w s e l l i p s i s , t h r o u g h 

p r o x i m i t y . 

As we h a v e a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d t h e o r e t i c a l l y , e l l i p s i s 

t a k e s p l a c e u n d e r t h r e e distinctj e n v i r o n m e n t s : 

a ) n o m i n a l (within t h e n o m i n a l g r o u p ) 
J 

b) v e r b a l (within the v e r b a l g r o u p ) 

c) c l a u s a l (within the c l a u s a l g r o u p ) 

In an e l l i p t i c a l n o m i n a l g r o u p c e r t a i n e l e m e n t s w h i c h c a n ! 
b e of a n y c o n s t i t u t i o n ( p e r s o n , a n i m a t e or i n a n i m a t e o b j e c t , 

a b s t r a c t i o n , p r o c e s s , i n s t i t u t i o n , s t a t e or r e l a t i o n ) f u n c t i o n i n g 

as H e a d , a r e not e x p r e s s e d . T h i s same r u l e is a p p l i e d to o t h e r 

e l e m e n t s ( n u m e r a t i v e , p r e m o d i f i e r and p o s t - m o d i f i e r s ) w h i c h are 

a l s o e l l i p t e d . H o w e v e r , p r o p e r n o u n s , w h i c h d e s i g n a t e i n d i v i d u a l s , 

are not s u b j e c t to e l l i p s i s s i n c e they are n o t c a p a b l e of f u r t h e r 

s p e c i f i c a t i o n . On the o t h e r h a n d , p e r s o n a l s a r e e a s i l y e l l i p t e d 

and are f r e q u e n t l y found in the s h o r t s t o r y . F o r e x a m p l e w h e n P a u l 
* i 

e v a l u a t e s the s e n s a t i o n of h i s f a n t a s y , h e t h i n k s : 

But it w a s a l l so a b s u r d l y s i m p l e ! It h a d a m o u n t e d to so 

l i t t l e . It w a s n o t h i n g , just an idea - and just w h y it 

s h o u l d h a v e b e c o m e so w o n d e r f u l , so p e r m a n e n t , ( ) w a s a 

m y s t e r y - a p l e a s a n t o n e , to be s u r e , b u t a l s o , in an 

a m u s i n g w a y , f o o l i s h , ( p a r a g r a p h 6 ) . 
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The word within the p a r e n t h e s e s should be filled up. 

with "it" t h e r e f o r e m a k i n g the chain of "it" l o n g e r , but "in no 

way" b o r i n g since its r e p e t i t i o n has a l r e a d y o c c u r r e d at the 

b e g i n n i n g of the three first s e n t e n c e s , and once i n i t h e m i d d l e of 

the f o u r t h . In its form, this supposed "it" is a n a p h o r i c . Suffice 

it to say that it w o u l d p o i n t to s o m e t h i n g e x p l i c i t t h o u g h treated 

as a cataphoric e l e m e n t (the e x i s t i n g "it") in our first t a b l e . 

We selected a second o c c u r r e n c e taken from the paragraph 

when Paul thinks about the e x c l u s i v e q u a l i t y of h i s e x p e r i e n c e : 

It was even what pleased h i m , what rewarded him: 

the thing was Ii i s o w n , belonged to no one e l s e . 

(paragraph 16) 

It is said that p o s s e s s i v e p r o n o u n s are a n a p h o r i c by 

their r e f e r e n c e to the p o s s e s s o r , and e l l i p t i c a l in r e l a t i o n to 

the thing p o s s e s s e d , thus they are d o u b l y a n a p h o r i c . 

Relating this a s s e r t i o n to our a n a l y s i s of T a b l e O n e , 

it a p p e a r s that we are p r e s e n t i n g a p a r a d o x . How c o u l d we categorize 

such a p r o n o u n , "his", as a n a p h o r i c to any p r e v i o u s "he" we have 

c l a s s i f i e d as c a t a p h o r i c ? Thus it is a n a p h o r i c in its f o r m , but 

not in terms of real u n d e r s t a n d i n g . W h a t e v e r the c a s e , we h a v e 

an item w h i c h is a n a p h o r i c to a n o t h e r , w h i c h is in turn c a t a p h o r i c . 

A much s i m p l e r o c c u r r e n c e is p r o v i d e d by a n u m e r a t i v e 

as H e a d . It is in any c a s e a n a p h o r i c and could be filled with a 

noun H e a d , or by the s u b s t i t u t e " o n e " . The e x a m p l e we chose d e a l s 

with d i v o r c e m e n t , a n d , w h a t is rather s u r p r i s i n g , d o u b l e 

d i v o r c e m e n t : the d i s t a n c e from b o t h items and the e s c a p e '.¡from 

m e a n i n g f u l r e a l i t y : 
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... it o c c u r r e d to him to c o u n t the houses -

a thing w h i c h , oddly e n o u g h , he h a d n ' t 

b e f o r e t h o u g h t of d o i n g . Of c o u r s e , he 

had known there w e r e n ' t many - m a n y , ( ) 

that is, on his own side of the s t r e e t , 

which were the ones that figured in the 

p o s t m a n ' s p r o g r e s s - but n e v e r t h e l e s s 

it came to him as s o m e t h i n g of a shock 

to find that there were p r e c i s e l y six 

above his own house - his own house was 

the seven th . ( p a r a g r a p h 34) 

Six! ( p a r a g r a p h 35) 

T h e c h a i n of r e l a t e d items " h o u s e s " - "ones" - "six" -

"the s e v e n t h " - "six" m a k e s t h i s q u o t a t i o n q u i t e e a s i l y 

i n t e r p r e t a b l e and m a r k s its i n t e r n a l c o h e s i o n . Each o c c u r r e n c e is 

linked to its p r e d e c e s s o r , t h e r e f o r e c r e a t i n g a kind of n e t w o r k 

of l i n e s . 

T h e t a r g e t - " h o u s e s " - is c o n s i d e r a b l y far from its 

final e n d . T h e p r e s e n c e of the s u b s t i t u t e " o n e s " , in the m i d d l e of 

the p a r a g r a p h g i v e s a h i n t w h i c h m a y s a t i s f y the r e a d e r ' s 

e x p e c t a t i o n s . It is a t t a c h e d to b o t h c a r d i n a l n u m e r a l s ("six" and 

"six") w h i c h p r o v o k e e l l i p s i s w h e t h e r p r e c e d e d or not by a n y 

D e i c t i c ( " t h e " , " t h e s e " , " a n y " , " a l l " ) , a p p r o p r i a t e in n u m b e r .
1 

The o r d i n a l " s e v e n t h " r e f e r s b a c k to " h o u s e " w h i c h 

o c c u r s in the same s e n t e n c e ; for this r e a s o n , t h o u g h p r o v o k i n g 

e l l i p s i s , it has not b e e n c o n s i d e r e d . 
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The second type of e l l i p s i s is the one w h i c h o c c u r s within 

the v e r b a l g r o u p and p r e s u p p o s e s one or m o r e w o r d s from a p r e v i o u s 

v e r b a l g r o u p , g e n e r a l l y p r e s e n t i n g the f o l l o w i n g s y s t e m i c f e a t u r e s 

w h i c h wi ll e x p l a i n e d f u r t h e r and a p p l i e d to the q u o t a t i o n below: 

a) F i n i t e n e s s : f i n i t e or n o n - f i n i t e 

if f i n i t e : i n d i c a t i v e or i m p e r a t i v e 

if i n d i c a t i v e : m o d a l or n o n - m o d a l 

b) P o l a r i t y : p o s i t i v e or n e g a t i v e , m a r k e d or n o n - m a r k e d 

c) V o i c e : a c t i v e or p a s s i v e . 

d) T e n s e : past or p r e s e n t (recursively)* 

T h e s e f e a t u r e s a r e o b l i g a t o r i l y c a r r i e d b y a l l v e r b a l 

g r o u p s ; e x p l i c i t l y , in a c e r t a i n i n s t a n c e , and e l l i p t e d in a n o t h e r , 

as in some e x a m p l e s t a k e n from the short s t o r y . T h e f i r s t c h o s e n 

q u o t a t i o n r e v e a l s p a r t of the l a n d s c a p e a r o u n d P a u l while he w a l k s 

back h o m e from s c h o o l : 

The garden w a l l s too were v a r i o u s , some (1) of 

w o o d e n p a l i n g s , some (2) of p l a s t e r , some (3) 

of s t o n e , (paragraph 27) 

* T h e s y s t e m of c o n t r a s t is not c o n s i d e r e d s i n c e it is e x p r e s s e d 

b y i n t o n a t i o n w h i c h is not the s u b j e c t of o u r a n a l y s i s . O c c a s i o n a l l y 

the s y s t e m of c o n t r a s t is e x p r e s s e d in the w r i t t e n l a n g u a g e by 
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T h e n u m b e r s in p a r e n t h e s i s in the q u o t a t i o n p o i n t out 

the t i m e s the v e r b a l f o r m s are e l l i p t e d . We w i l l r e f e r to v e r b a l 

g r o u p s b a s e d on the f o l l o w i n g a r g u m e n t : first of a l l , w e i n t e n d to 

c o n s i d e r the r e a d e r (or a d r e s s e e ) w h o c e r t a i n l y h a s to infer h i s 

l i n g u i s t i c k n o w l e d g e [that the s o - c a l l e d v e r b a l f o r m " w e r e " , in 

i t s e l f , c a n be r e r e a d in its w i d e r form (or m e a n i n g ) as "were m a d e " ] 

H e n c e "some of w o o d e n p a l i n g s " c o n t a i n s a p a r a l l e l e l l i p s i s of 

"made of" (i.e. some w e r e m a d e of m a t e r i a l s of w o o d ) . T h i s same 

p r o c e s s c a n be e x t e n d e d to the two r e m a i n i n g c a s e s , i . e . "some of 

p l a s t e r " , and "some of stone" p r o d u c i n g , a s well, the same e f f e c t . 

N o w it is p o s s i b l e to a p p l y the t h e o r y m e n t i o n e d p r e v i o u s l y . T h u s 

we m i g h t say that the v e r b a l g r o u p "were m a d e " (of) e x p r e s s e s its 

f i n i t e n e s s in the first w o r d w h i c h is the " f i n i t e v e r b a l o p e r a t o r " * , 

w h i l e the s e c o n d w ò r d is a t e n s e o p e r a t o r * * . B o t h e l e m e n t s t o g e t h e r 

d i s p l a y the f o l l o w i n g s y s t e m i c f e a t u r e s : 

a) 'finite': i n d i c a t i v e - t h e s e f e a t u r e s are e x p r e s s e d by the fact 

that the first w o r d be is in the f i n i t e f o r m w e r e ; 

b) 'non m o d a l ' by v i r t u e of the a b s e n c e of a m o d a l e l e m e n t , *** 

c) ' p o s i t i v e ' b y the a b s e n c e of a n e g a t i v e e l e m e n t ( n o t / ' n t ) ; 

d) ' p a s s i v e ' by b e i n g c o n s t i t u t e d of a form of "be" just b e f o r e a 

l e x i c a l v e r b in the p a s s i v e p a r t i c i p l e f o r m . 

e) 'past in p a s t ' - the f e a t u r e of t e n s e s e e m s to be the m o s t . 

2 
c o m p l e x . A c c o r d i n g to H a l l i d a y the d e t a i l s r e l a t e d to the w h o l e 

s u b j e c t d o a p p e a r c o m p l e x . 

T h e c o m p l e x i t y l i e s in the new c a t a g o r i z a t i o n t h r o u g h 

the c o m b i n a t i o n of t e n s e s . In a t t e m p t i n g to a p p l y the t h e o r y to 

the s y s t e m i c f e a t u r e of t e n s e , we w o u l d h a v e : " p a s t - i n - p a s t " . T h u s 

m e a n s of i t a l i c s or o t h e r f o r m s of t y p o g r a p h i c a l p r o m i n a n c e such 

as in: "YOU a r e the f i r s t ; n o t M a r y " . 
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w e h a v e , " p a s t 'in..." t h e f i n i t e f o r m of "be" in the p a s t 'form 

w h i c h is f o l l o w e d b y t h e p a s t p a r t i c i p l e f o r m " m a d e " w h i c h is t h e 

e l l i p t i c a l f o r m in t h e t h r e e c a s e s . H e n c e , t h e f i n i t e of "be" 

o c c u r s a s r e a l i z a t i o n s o f t h e g r a m m a t i c a l f e a t u r e s o f t e n s e , v o i c e 

* 

e t c . b u t n o t as a l e x i c a l v e r b in its o w n r i g h t . 

T h e c a s e s of c l a u s a l e l l i p s i s a r e f e w e r t h a n t h e 

p r e c e d i n g c o h e s i v e t i e s . T h e e x a m p l e s w h i c h w e s e l e c t e d h a v e an 

e l l i p t i c a l f o r m c o n s i s t i n g o f just o n e e l e m e n t w h i c h is e x p l i c i t l y 

m a r k e d in t h e p r e v i o u s s e n t e n c e w h e n t h e d o c t o r s t a r t s to a r g u e w i t h 

P a u l a b o u t h i s h e a l t h : 

" N o w , y o u n g m a n , t e l l - m e , - do you f e e l all 

r i g h t ? " ( p a r a g r a p h 52) 

" Y e s , s i r , q u i t e all r i g h t " , ( p a r a g r a p h 5 3 ) . 

T h e s e c o n d u t t e r a n c e c o n s i s t s of b o t h a m o d a l e l e m e n t 

w h i c h is e l l i p t e d ("I f e e l " ) , w h i c h is f o r m e d b y the s u b j e c t , p l u s 

the f i n i t e e l e m e n t of t h e v e r b a l g r o u p , a s w e l l as t h e p r o p o s i t i o n 

e l e m e n t ( " q u i t e a l l r i g h t " ) w h i c h is t h e r e s i d u e . T h i s r e s i d u e 

c o m p r i s e s t h e r e m a i n d e r of t h e v e r b a l g r o u p (if a n y ) a n d a n y 

a d j u n c t s o r c o m p l e m e n t s w h i c h m a y b e p r e s e n t . 

A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n c a n b e m a d e in t h i s 

r e s p e c t . T h i s c o n c e r n s t h e u s e of t h e s u b s t i t u t e " d o " . In s u c h a 

c a s e a d j u n c t s or c o m p l e m e n t s w o u l d b e r e p u d i a t e d , o n l y t h e m o d a l 

* Any f i n i t e f o r m s of " b e " , or " h a v e " , " d o " , " d o e s " , " d i d " , " s h a l l " , 

" w i l l " , and " u s e d to" a l s o f u n c t i o n as f i n i t e v e r b a l o p e r a t o r . 

** w h e n used as a u x i l i a r y v e r b s . 

*** Modal element or operator is expressed by the finite form of "be", plus 

"shall", "will", "should", "may", "might", "can", "could", "ought" (to),"must", 

"need", "dare". 
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e l e m e n t ( " y e s " , sir I d o " ) r e m a i n i n g . H o w e v e r in the c a s e o f a 

v e r b w h i c h has m a r k e d p o l a r i t y , its f u l l f o r m s h o u l d b e "do f e e l " . 

If t h i s v e r b a l form w e r e u t t e r e d , it w o u l d n o t c o n s i s t of e l l i p s i s . 

W h a t m a k e s u s c e r t a i n of t h i s , is t h a t s u b s t i t u t i o n is r a r e l y u s e d 

in q u e s t i o n a n s w e r s e q u e n c e s , w h i c h h a v e m a r k e d p o l a r i t y and 

t h e r e f o r e are e l l i p t i c a l . 

Let u s n o w r e v i e w o u r d i s c u s s i o n c o n c e r n i n g e l l i p s i s 

b a s e d on H a l l i d a y ' s t h e o r y . S u b s t i t u t i o n d e s i g n a t e s the 

r e p l a c e m e n t of o n e item by a n o t h e r . E l l i p s i s is i n t e r p r e t e d b y 

H a l l i d a y as a form of s u b s t i t u t i o n b y z e r o , in w h i c h the i t e m 

is not r e p l a c e d . 

It s e e m s to u s t h a t w h a t is left u n s a i d , t h o u g h i m p l y i n g 

full u n d e r s t a n d i n g , d o e s n o t m e a n t h a t a n y p o s s i b l e s u b s t i t u t i o n ^ 

h a s o c c u r r e d . At a n y t i m e , and in a n y c i r c u m s t a n c e , w h e r e a 

l i n g u i s t i c i t e m is o m i t t e d and no s u b s t i t u t e r e p l a c e s i t , t h e 

o c c u r r e n c e of e l l i p s i s is o b v i o u s . It d i f f e r s l a r g e l y f r o m its 

c o u n t e r p a r t w h i c h h a s " o n e " , "ones" and "the same" to r e p l a c e an 

e x p l i c i t item g e n e r a l l y in the p r e v i o u s s e n t e n c e . T h e s e t h r e e 

items p l a y the s p e c i f i c r o l e of a p a r t i c u l a r i t e m . To e x e m p l i f y : 

"My r a z o r is too b l u n t . I m u s t get a s h a r p e r o n e " . 

H e r e we h a v e "one" r e p l a c i n g " r a z o r " . 

In the f o l l o w i n g c a s e , w h a t f u n c t i o n s as s u b s t i t u t e for 

the first u n d e r l i n e d l i n g u i s t i c item? 

"Joan l i v e s h e r e ; M a r y , in R i o " . 

* The f i n i t e form of the n o n - f i n i t e "be" is l e x i c a l in: "Both 

b o y s w e r e b r a v e s o l d i e r s " . 

The same o c c u r s to "have" and "do" in: 

Ann h a s a c a r . 

He g e n e r a l l y d o e s h i s w o r k w e l l . 
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The s p e c i f i c s t r u c t u r a l slot left h e r e c o u l d n e v e r be 

filled w i t h a s u b s t i t u t e . If one or a n o t h e r item w e r e a v a i l a b l e , 

the c o n c e p t of e l l i p s i s w o u l d c e r t a i n l y b e s i m i l a r to substitution. 

H o w e v e r w h a t p r e v a i l s in t h i s c a s e and m o r e p r e c i s e l y in the 

second s e n t e n c e is the notion of r e c o v e r a b i l i t y of m e a n i n g f r o m 

the e n v i r o n m e n t w h i c h d o e s n o t d i f f e r in a n y w a y from substitution. 

T h u s , as we u n d e r s t a n d i t , the e l l i p t i c a l p r o c e s s is m u c h c l o s e r 

to r e p e t i t i o n than s u b s t i t u t i o n . In this w a y , the e x p l i c i t v e r b a l 

form "lives" can be p e r f e c t l y w e l l r e p l a c e d in the s e c o n d s e n t e n c e 

w i t h o u t c a u s i n g a n y k i n d of m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i v e or s t r u c t u r a l e r r o r . 

T h i s p r o c e d u r e , of c o u r s e , e l i m i n a t e s the e l l i p t i c a l p h e n o m e n o n , 

or even r e p u d i a t e s a n y c o m p l e m e n t a t i o n , e x c e p t in the c a s e of its 

own r e p e t i t i o n . 

F i n a l l y , a f t e r our somewhat l i m i t e d e x p e r i e n c e , and 

w i t h o u t w i s h i n g to u n d e r s t a t e the i m p o r t a n c e of H a l l i d a y ' s t h e o r y , 

we w o u l d like to f o c u s t h e r e a d e r ' s a t t e n t i o n u p o n the f o l l o w i n g 

d e f i n i t i o n s and a l l o w h i m to m a k e his o w n c o n c l u s i o n s : 

S u b s t i t u t e . . . 1 . a p e r s o n or t h i n g t h a t t a k e s the p l a c e 

of a n o t h e r ; 2. a w o r d t h a t r e p l a c e s a n o t h e r „.Word, 

p h r a s e or c l a u s e , or c l a u s e in a c o n t e x t - s u b s t i t u t e 
^ •

 3 

adj . 

Em l i n g ü í s t i c a e s t r u t u r a l , a s u b s t i t u i ç ã o é uma o p e r a -

ç ã o q u e c o n s i s t e em s u b s t i t u i r uma p a r t e d e s t a c á v e l de u m e n u n c i a -

do por u m o u t r o e l e m e n t o , q u e .guarda, no e n u n c i a d o , seu v a l o r gra-

4 
m a t í c a l . 

The fact t h a t n o r e f e r e n c e to m e a n i n g is e x p l i c i t in 

e i t h e r d e f i n i t i o n ,in n o w a y i n f e r s a c e r t a i n r e s t r i c t i o n in t e r m s 

of c o m p l e t e n e s s . W h e n e v e r o n e or m o r e i t e m s f u n c t i o n as substitute 

of a n o t h e r , t h i s i m p l i e s t h a t the s u b s t i t u t e p o s s e s s e s the 

p r o p e r t i e s of the s u b s t i t u t e d i t e m . 
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t r a n s i e n t s like slang e x p r e s s i o n s , ê s p e c i a l l y , i s v e r y f r e q u e n t l y 

u s e d b y c h i l d r e n , found e l l i p t e d , t h u s p r e s u p p o s i n g ¡some 

i n f o r m a t i o n left u n s a i d . " M u c h " , " m o r e " , " m o s t " , " f e w " , " s e v e r a l " , 

" l o t s " , "a b i t " , "a l i t t l e " , e t c . are i n c l u d e d in this 

c a t e g o r i z a t i o n . 
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III - CONCLUSION 

T h e p r e s e n t w o r k is a s u r v e y of d a t a t a k e n f r o m " S i l e n t 

S n o w , S e c r e t S n o w " , b y C o n r a d A i k e n , to w h i c h we p r o p o s e d a 

p a r a l l e l s t r u c t u r a l d i v i s i o n into two p a r t s by v i r t u e of some 

p e c u l i a r o c c u r r e n c e s of c o h e s i v e i t e m s and t h e i r r e l e v a n c e in 

the t e x t . O u r d i v i s i o n in no w a y a f f e c t s the o r i g i n a l i t y of the 

s t r u c t u r e of the short s t o r y w h i c h is p r e s e n t e d in f o u r d i s t i n c t 

p a r t s . To all data s e l e c t e d we m a d e an a t t e m p t to a p p l y a l a r g e 

p o r t i o n of the t h e o r e t i c a l f r a m e w o r k on g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n 

d e v e l o p e d b y H a l l i d a y and its e f f e c t on the w h o l e - p a r t r e l a t i o n s 

b e t w e e n the s e n t e n c e s . 

T h e g r e a t m a j o r i t y of r e f e r e n t i a l ( p e r s o n a l , d e m o n s t r a -

tive and c o m p a r a t i v e ) , s u b s t i t u t i v e and e l l i p t i c a l ( n o m i n a l , 

v e r b a l and c l a u s a l , in b o t h t y p e s ) c o h e s i v e i t e m s w e r e s e l e c t e d 

and a n a l y s e d . P a r t o n e c o m p r i s e s two T a b l e s : T a b l e o n e and T a b l e 

Two c o n t a i n i n g c a t a p h o r i c and a n a p h o r i c i t e m s r e s p e c t i v e l y a n d 

b o t h c o n s t i t u t e the first p a r t of the short s t o r y . 

T a b l e O n e : T h i s t a b l e w a s felt to be the m o s t r e l e v a n t of b o t h 

p a r t s for it c o n t a i n s c a t a p h o r i c i t e m s w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e l a r g e l y 

to the c r e a t i o n of the i n i t i a l v a g u e n e s s - a c o n s e q u e n c e of the 

a p p a r e n t lack of c o h e s i o n . In o t h e r w o r d s , t h i s p r e v a i l i n g 

c a t a p h o r i c e n v i r o n m e n t s h o w s h o w the w r i t e r b r e a k s a w a y f r o m the 

c o n v e n t i o n a l u s e of c o h e s i o n for sake of c r e a t i v i t y . C o n v e r s e l y , 

the s e q u e n c e of c o h e s i v e i t e m s e s t a b l i s h e d , e v e n b e i n g c a t a p h o r i c 

p r o v i d e s the idea of u n i t y in the t e x t , t h u s c a t c h i n g the r e a d e r
1 

a t t e n t i o n w h o m u s t look f o r w a r d in o r d e r to r e t r i e v e the 

i n f o r m a t i o n r e q u i r e d . 
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In T a b l e T w o , p e r s o n a l s , p o s s e s s i v e a d j e c t i v e s and 

p r o n o u n s b y t h e i r t u r n , i n d i c a t e t h a t a l l s a t i s f a c t i o n d e s i r e d 

is to be r e t r i e v e d b a c k w a r d s , t h u s f a c i l i t a t i n g the r e a d e r ' s task 

in t e r m s of c o m p l e t e u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

The c o n t e n t of T a b l e T h r e e , is p u r e l y a n a p h o r i c , t h u s 

c o n f i r m i n g the p u r p o s e of i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , t h e s e a n a p h o r i c 

items c o m p r i s e the a n a l y s i s of the e n t i r e s e c o n d p a r t of the short 

s t o r y , and e s t a b l i s h e s an o p p o s i t i o n to the p r e c e d i n g t a b l e s . T h e y 

s a t i s f y the r e a d e r ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s w i t h r e g a r d to b o t h c a t a p h o r a 

and a n a p h o r a . In a d d i t i o n , t h e y f u n c t i o n as a n a p h o r i c i t e m s of 

t h e i r c a t a p h o r i c c o u n t e r p a r t s . 

In o n e w a y or a n o t h e r , t h e s e c o h e s i v e i t e m s (with 

e x c e p t i o n of the i n s t a n c e s of e x o p h o r a and c o m p a r i s o n w h i c h are 

not r e l e v a n t ) b e t w e e n the s e n t e n c e s are e n o u g h to p r o v i d e t e x t u r e 

a l o n g the s e c o n d p a r t of the short s t o r y . T h u s , t h e y c l a r i f y the 

c o m m o n s u b j e c t and k e e p it r u n n i n g t h r o u g h the s e c o n d p a r t of the 

short s t o r y . 

T a b l e s F o u r and F i v e p r e s e n t d a t a c o l l e c t e d f r o m the 

w h o l e s h o r t s t o r y and d e a l w i t h s u b s t i t u t i o n ( n o m i n a l , v e r b a l and 

c l a u s a l ) and e l l i p s i s ( n o m i n a l , v e r b a l and c l a u s a l as, w e l l ) 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . As the r e a d e r has p r o b a b l y r e a l i z e d , s u b s t i t u t i o n 

and e l l i p s i s a r e n o t as f r e q u e n t l y found as o t h e r t y p e s of 

r e f e r e n c e . B u t they a l s o c o n t r i b u t e to the p r e v a i l i n g c o h e s i v e 

r e l a t i o n s in the s h o r t s t o r y . Due to a p a r t i c u l a r i t y r e l a t e d ..to 

e l l i p s i s , we a t t e m p t e d to d e m o n s t r a t e the w a y it c o u l d by c h a n c e 

f u n c t i o n as an i m p l i e d r e p e t i t i o n r a t h e r t h a n the s o - c a l l e d 

s u b s t i t u t i o n (no m a t t e r w h e t h e r by z e r o or n o t ) . P a r a d o x i c a l l y , a l l 

items a n a l y s e d c o n t r i b u t e to c l e a r e x p r e s s i v e n e s s w i t h r e g a r d to 

l a n g u a g e ( s e n t e n c e s t r u c t u r e ) and h e l p to b u i l d u p and p r e s e r v e 

the c o n s i s t e n c y , e v e n t h o u g h t h e c a t a p h o r i c i t e m s m a y h i n d e r 
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i m m e d i a t e c o m p r e h e n s i o n . At f i r s t , l a n g u a g e is h i g h l y r e s p o n s i b l e 

for the v a g u e n e s s c r e a t e d , l a t e r w h e n c a t a p h o r i c i t e m s are no 

l o n g e r f o u n d , the a u t h o r r e l i e s on s p e c i a l u s e of i m a g e r y to 

c r e a t e and e v e n i n t e n s i f y the p r e v a i l i n g v a g u e n e s s . 

T h i s d i v i s i o n of the short s t o r y in two p a r t s is n o t , o f 

c o u r s e , the o n e p r e s e n t e d by the a u t h o r w h o , c o n s i d e r i n g ' the 

r e l a t i o n t i m e / s p a c e d i v i d e s h i s w o r k into f o u r p a r t s . It is 

i n t e r e s t i n g to try to j u s t i f y his d i v i s i o n in t e r m s of a e s t h e t i c 

c r e a t i o n as we h a v e j u s t i f i e d o u r s in t e r m s of g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n . 

In the first p a r t , p r o b a b l y in the m o r n i n g , w h i l e at 

s c h o o l , P a u l a l l o w s his m i n d to d r i f t a w a y f r o m the e x t r a n e o u s 

r e a l i t y w h i c h e n v e l o p s h i m and f e e l s that " s o m e t h i n g u n e x p e c t e d " 

w a s h a p p e n i n g and h a d h a p p e n e d to him b e f o r e , w h i l e he w a s in 

s o l i t u d e in h i s b e d r o o m . 

The s e c o n d p a r t , m o s t l y d e s c r i p t i v e , b r i n g s a c h a n g e in 

the s e t t i n g . A f t e r l e a v i n g s c h o o l , time b e c o m e s t r a n s c e n d e n t and 

d u r i n g h i s w a l k h o m e t h e r e is a s e n s a t i o n of d i f f u s i o n of' h i s 

i d e n t i t y a m i d the l a n d s c a p e u p to the m o m e n t he r e a c h e s h i s h o m e . 

The third p a r t , l a r g e l y p r e s e n t e d in d i a l o g u e s , r e v e a l s 

P a u l as a " m e m b e r " of h i s f a m i l y . A f a m i l y which is w o r r i e d a b o u t 

h i s a p p a r e n t d i s t u r b a n c e and a b s e n c e of m i n d . T h i s p a r t a l s o 

p o r t r a y s the c o n f r o n t a t i o n of two p a r t s : P a u l and h i s a w a r e n e s s 

of b e i n g an o u t s i d e r in :the g r o u p , h i s f e a r s and s u s p i c i o n s on o n e 

side; the h a u g h t y i n q u i s i t i o n s of h i s f a m i l y and the d o c t o r on the 

o t h e r . 

The last p a r t (or the a c c o m p l i s h m e n t of t h e i n i t i a l 

p a r a g r a p h ) p r e s e n t s "a j o u r n e y " w i t h i n in h i s b e d r o o m - .the 

a r r i v a l to a c o m p l e t e s e c l u s i o n and c o m m u n i o n w i t h h i m s e l f and 

the n e w w o r l d he w e l c o m e d . 

S u m m i n g u p , the f o u r p a r t s a t e s t to t h e s e q u e n c e of the 
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w h o l e p r o c e s s , and p r o g r e s s i v e l y a n o t i c e a b l e c h a n g e - from the 

most., g e n e r a l to P a u l ' s o w n i n d i v i d u a l f u l f i l l m e n t ( s c h o o l 

h o m e w a r d s - h o m e - h i s b e d r o o m ) . H o w e v e r , t h e r e is a n o t h e r 

l i n g u i s t i c a s p e c t w h i c h c o l o u r s a l l the p a r t s - the
 ;

l e x i c o n 

e m p l o y e d w h i c h e f f e c t i v e l y h e l p s to b u i l d u p the g r e a t m e t a p h o r -

"Silent S n o w , S e c r e t S n o w " . T h i s p r o v i d e s u s w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n , 

d e s c r i p t i o n and n a r r a t i o n and t o p i c c o n v e r s a t i o n b e s i d e s e x p r e s s i n g 

t i m e , s p a c e and a c t i o n w h e n r e q u i r e d . It a l s o o f f e r s e n o u g h 

s u p p o r t for c l a r i t y in t e r m s of l a n g u a g e , b u t l e a v e s the d e f i n i t e 

s o l u t i o n w i d e l y o p e n w h i c h a l s o i m p l i e s in " c l a r i t y w i t h i n the 

a t m o s p h e r e of v a g u e n e s s " . 

B e s i d e s the l i m i t e d p u r p o s e s of o u r s t u d y w i t h i n t h e 

field of g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n , we m a d e s o m e s u p e r f i c i a l r e m a r k s 
i 

a b o u t c r e a t i v e w r i t i n g , e x p o s i t o r y w r i t i n g , t o n e , d i s t a n c e a n d 

o t h e r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of s t y l e b e c a u s e a f t e r a l l , t h e text u n d e r 

study is a l i t e r a r y o n e . 

F i n a l l y , we w o u l d like to s u g g e s t two f u r t h e r l i n e s of 

r e s e a r c h s t i l l in the field of g r a m m a t i c a l c o h e s i o n : l e x i c a l 

c o h e s i o n c o v e r i n g c o l l o c a t i o n , r e i t e r a t i o n , s u p e r o r d i n a t e and 

g e n e r a l n o u n and c o n j u n c t i v e c o h e s i o n c o v e r i n g the a d d i t i v e , 

a d v e r s a t i v e , c a u s a l and t e m p o r a l t y p e s . T h e s e d e s c r i p t i o n s w o u l d 

c o m p l e t e the p i c t u r e of the c o h e s i v e r e l a t i o n s w i t h i n the s h o r t 

story and w o u l d p r o b a b l y add s i g n i f i c a n t i n f o r m a t i o n to the 

r e s u l t s p r e s e n t e d in o u r s t u d y . 
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